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Che Industrial Hdeals 
of the Church 


A score of years ago the Churches of this country ex- 
pressed the ideals of religion in their bearing on social 
and industrial relations. The abolition of child labor; 
protective regulations for women in industry; the abate- 
ment and prevention of poverty; the protection of the 
worker from dangerous machinery and occupational dis- 
eases and the hardship of enforced unemployment; suit- 
able provision for old age; the right of employees and 
employers alike to organize; adequate means of arbitra- 
tion and conciliation in industrial disputes; the gradual 
and reasonable reduction of hours of labor to the lowest 
practicable point; a living wage as a minimum in every 
industry and the highest wage that each industry can 
afford; a new emphasis upon the application of Christian 
principles to the acquisition and use of property; and the 
most equitable division of the products of industry that 
can ultimately be devised—these are the industrial ideals 
for which the Churches stand. 

From the Labor Sunday Message, 1928, of the Com- 


mission on the Church and Social Service of the Fed- 
eral Council of the Churches of Christ in America. 
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Help 


I look into a dew-drop and see it mirror skies, 

And when dark night falls o’er the earth the stars rejoice 
my eyes; 

I follow by a sparkling stream, it sings the livelong day, 

Then joy and strength and beauty rare I gain from sun- 
light’s ray. 


I walk amid the flowers’ bloom—‘‘a rose-leaf tells me 
all’; 

I gaze afar unto the hills—find joy in tree-tops tall; 

I gather bloom of lilies sweet—they bring the Master 
near, 

I listen to a bird-song and sweetest music hear, 


I hear a little child at play, see life without alloy, 

Then gaze upon the peaceful old and see a heavenly joy; 

I look into my own tried heart and find God’s kingdom 
there, 

I hold aloft the torch of Truth and find my solace rare. 


—M. D. T. 
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What Should Be The Plan Of A Rural Church Institute? 


PART II 
Loeal conditions and needs will deter- 
mine the details, but certain general fac- 
tors should be considered. 
a. A rural Church institute, whether 


local or more general, should be planned 
upon some local conditions or needs. Each 
year a special problem should have the 
center of the program, Addresses, discus- 
sions and plans should all be centered upon 
this major problem, and time should be 
taken to reach some definite point of de- 
velopment. 

The program should be a series of ad- 
dresses by specialists, reports of experi- 
ences and experiments by those in charge 
of same, and periods of discussion with 
ample time for constructive consideration 
of suggestions and experiences. These 
specialists should be selected from among 
rural Church specialists and religious lead- 
ers, county farm and home agents and 
agricultural extension specialists, rural 
doctors, nurses and representatives of 
State health departments, and other spe- 
cialists active in rural service and con- 
cerned with the larger welfare of the 
farmer and his family. 

ce. If possible, a field trip or auto tour 
to the scene of some nearby successful 
experiment or program related to the 
theme of the institute, should be a part of 
the institute program. 

d. The length of the institute should 
be no less than one whole day and even- 
ing with three sessions, and if possible, it 


IMPRESSIONS FROM THE SUMMER 
SCHOOL 


Just a word of testimony pertaining to 
the Summer School of Theology at Lan- 
easter. Every faculty and curriculum 
since the School has been established has 
been a distinet challenge to the minister 
who is seeking to improve himself and his 
work. Dr. Richards has brought to our front 
door the best that is to be had; men rich 
and ripe in scholarship and in spiritual 
grace. The Summer School meets exactly 
the minister’s need. We cannot go to 
universities in search of Ph. D’s, and we 
doubt if that kind of specialized training 
is needed for our work. But we can go 
to the Summer School. It is economical in 
time and money; and yet, it is long enough 
to get the heart of a man and his message. 
It is long enough to fan into flame the 
smoldering passions and longings of a min- 
ister’s heart and send him eagerly and 
joyfully to the strenuous tasks of a win- 
ter’s work. Congregations are not only 
generous, but also wise, who send their 
pastors to the Summer School. They will 
inevitably reap the benefits. 

Evident enough are the joys of social 
contact and recreation, The Summer 
School is a most worthy means of making 
the Reformed Church and its institutions 
at Lancaster known to other denomina- 
tions. Every year ministers of other de- 
nominations attend the school. Their at- 
tendance creates an opportunity for our 
own ministers to show a genial spirit of 
hospitality, welcoming these brethren and 
making them feel that they are a vital 
and friendly part of the group. 

A word about the faculty and courses of 
the first week, the only week I attended. 
I mention the courses because of their 
bearing upon what follows. ‘‘ Expository 
Preaching,’’ by Dr. Hugh Black; ‘‘The 
Epistle of St. James,’’ by Dr. James 
Moffatt; ‘‘The Gospel of God,’’? by Dr. 
Richards. Laying aside now the valuable 

detailed information received in the 
’ courses, two strong impressions were made 
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should be scheduled for two or three days. 

e. The program of thinking and dis- 
cussing should be amply interspersed with 
recreational activities of a constructive 
and instructive nature. A regular recrea- 
tion period each day in charge of a quali- 
fied recreation leader would be quite to the 
point. Use of local talent in music, dra- 
matics and entertaining should not be 
overlooked. Care must be taken, however, 
not to allow these extra features to 
monopolize the time and the interest of 
the institute. 


f. The institute would be incomplete 
if, before, the close, no definite plan for 
continuous follow-up activities for the com- 
ing year will have been discussed and de- 
cided upon. The institute should be only 
a small part of a much larger co-operative 
program, and should produce at least some 
evidence each year of measurable progress. 
Those of our rural pastors and lay-workers 
who attended the Schwarzwald or Austin- 
town Conference on Country Life and the 
Country Church, will have a fair picture 
of the above suggestions in actual practice. 
These conferences in a sense were rural 
Church institutes which on a more modified 
seale could be carried out in smaller areas. 
The county agents and other rural life 
leaders in county and State will welcome 
co-operation with the Churches in the dis- 
charge of a common responsibility, and 
these institutes offer a way to begin, In 
fact, local communities, with great profit, 
could combine the farmers’ and rural 


upon my mind. And it is interesting to 
say that each member of the faculty left 
the same two leading thoughts. One might 
have thought that they had consulted with 
one another prior to delivering their lec- 
tures. Our faculty brought to us anew the 
unsearchable riches of Holy Scripture. One 
can readily see how the themes would lend 
themselves to this thought. Many pass- 
ages and portions of Scripture were un- 
folded for us out of the resourceful minds 
of our teachers and made vital by their 
power of spiritual insight. The second 
great impression left with me was the 
permanent value of spiritual qualities, All 
emphasized the fundamental value of the 
spiritual life. What else matters? 


EDITORIAL NOTICE 


All Reformed Church folks should bear 
in mind the great Anniversary Days at 
Bethany and Hoffman 

The annual Orphans’ Home Number of 
the ‘‘Messenger’’ will be issued next 
week. - 

Has the Church lost its ‘‘radiance?’’ 
Do not fail to read the able article on that 
subject in this issue. The ‘‘Messenger’’ 
will give a valuable prize for the best 
letter, of not more than 250 words, based 
on this article, which is received by the 
Editor by Sept. 15. 


The informal discussions in the evening 
hours under the trees, led by members of 
the faculty brought us into more intimate 
and friendly association with them than 
was possible in the lecture room. These 
hours were rich in wit and humor as well 
as in serious discussion. They were among 
the choice hours of the school. I may 
mention that neither Dr. Moffatt nor Dr. 
Black gave us any stories about the Scotch, 
nor did Dr. Richards about the Pennsyl- 
vania Germans, The reason you will find 
recorded in the native genius of these 
men, 


Church institutes all in one and present a 
broader approach to the needs of country 
life. 


In conelusion, I should like to empha- 
size the importance of the responsibility 
of those in charge of such institutes. The 
set-up of the institute must be carefully 
and conscientiously done. There must be 
a desire for such a program, on the part 
of the people whom it is intended to serve. 
That means advance publicity and the 
creating of interest and enthusiasm. The 
program must be carefully and thought- 
fully planned, and local responsibility 
properly assigned and executed. The pro- 
gram must gradually lead up to a point 
where results can be evaluated and where 
plans for the coming year can be deter- 
mined. The follow-up is even more im- 
portant, for if no one is responsible for 
systematically and regularly keeping in 
touch with the co-operators, nothing will 
have been done by the time the year has 
passed and a new institute is scheduled. 
The success of a rural Church institute or 
any institute depends upon the quality and 
ability of its leadership. With these sug- 
gestions I trust that many local com- 
munities, Classes and Synods will organize 
or co-operate in an institute designed to 
bring a more vital religion and a more 
abundant life to the country-side. The 
Department of Country Life is dedicated 
to this great purpose and offers its ser- 
vices in so far as its ability and support 
will allow. 


I have written these words simply to 
give testimony of my personal apprecia- 
tion of the Summer School and to express 
the hope that those who have not yet at- 
tended any of its sessions may seek there 
the benefits to be derived. 

—Rev. D. J. Wetzel. 

Reading, Pa. 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rev. C. H. Kehm. Supt. 
Anniversary Day, August 30 

To the friends of the Home, who intend 
coming to the Anniversary by automobile, 
we are happy to say that the Supervisors 
of Heidelburg Township are giving us a 
new tarvia road. This stretch of road ex- 
tends from the cement road bed up past 
the barn and we connect with this new 
road by our newly constructed road com- 
ing from the Administration Building. 
With this improved road, commonly known 
to us as ‘‘the back road,’’ we have a solid 
road bed around the grounds, and, unless 
too many rainy days interfere, the road 
will be ready for use by Anniversary Day. 


May we request of the pastors, who are 
not on their vacations, and especially the 
Superintendents of our Sunday Schools, to 
announce to their respective schools our 
65th Anniversary Day on August 30th, 
and assure the members that we are hard 
at work preparing to render a fine pro- 
gram and by the means of four amplifiers 
the program can be heard by the vast audi- 
ences any where in the grove. 


While we invite and expect the friends 
to come and visit us on Anniversary Day 
and we are doing everything we possibly 
can to make it a pleasant and happy day 
for those who come, we want a few to stay 
with us and help us in the work. We are 
in need of an Assistant Matron for Santee 
Hall. May we hear from some friend or 
friends who would be willing to help us 
with the girls in this building? — 
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EDITORIAL 


SNEERING AT POPULAR WATCHWORDS 


A. self-flattering entertainment in which many people 
find satisfaction is the contemptuous flouting of historic 
and popular watchwords. To sneer at proverbial wisdom 
and to point out how the masses cheat themselves by ac- 
cepting any kind of nonsense that is often enough repeated, 
cultivates an entirely pleasant complex of superiority in 
respect to one’s own intelligence and discernment. 

Oftener than not, however, the real evidence of these 
sneers points not to discernment but to ignorance of what 
such a criticised maxim meant in its first use. Commonly 
it was the spontaneous crystallization of some noble idea 
round which strong men rallied to battle against a pre- 
valent abuse or cynicism. And as long as the original 
occasion of conflict was clear in men’s minds nobody mis- 
took the slogan of protest for a summary of universal real- 
ity. It meant what it meant in the direction of the target 
at which it was first flung—and it hit the target exactly. 
If it has become absurd in years succeeding, that is be- 
cause somebody has foolishly hurled it at a foe or a folly 
to which it had no relevant application. 

Three examples may be cited for illustration. 

“All men are created equal.” In the colonies’ Declara- 
tion of Independence Thomas Jefferson included this 
among truths held to be “self-evident.” Today, however, 
it is called preposterous. Anybody old enough to walk 
about among all sorts and conditions of men must be im- 
becile if he cannot see that no two men are equal to each 
other in anything. Instead of equality inequality is the 
comprehensive note of human life. Neither by native 
endowment nor by opportunity and achievement are all 
men, or any pair of men, on the same level. 

But the author and the signers of the Declaration knew 
all these things as well as their modern critics. They 
knew them, but were just then interested in something 
quite different. The world of their time was classified 
throughout into aristocrats and common people—a class 
supposed to govern and a class, by the same kind of reason- 
ing, supposedly appointed to be governed. Nobility de- 
rived by descent from the noble excluded the thought of 
nobility won by noble living. And this classification of 
humanity was attributed to the Creator of men on the 
assumption that He made some men of better blood than 
others. 

This the colonial patriots heartily disbelieved. . They 
said so. They said: “All men are created equal.” . They 
left one class only—humanity. Is there really today in 


America anybody who would dispute that? Or can any- 
body fail to see how exactly the declaration fits in with 
what the Lord Jesus thought and taught about men? Let 
the words mean what they did mean in the beginning, 
and they are not only sound sense but radical Christianity. 
Drop the sneer. It is not even half smart. 

“Whatever is, is right.” Here too contempt is easy. 
Fluent critics invite us to look round us and say, if we 
dare, that there is nothing wrong in the life of civiliza- 
tion. Of course, we are not going to say anything of 
the kind. Neither would the originators of the proverb, 
whoever they are, early or late, have allowed themselves 
to be inveigled into foolish avowal that naught but right- 
eousness and truth is to be found in this very fallible 
world. Their dictum did not mean any such thing be- 
cause it was framed in the light of a vastly higher range 
of contemplation than the human behavior of either bad 
men or good. 

The echo we have in this great affirmation harks up to 
the abode of the Everlasting and Divine. These honest 
thinkers saw, as we see, not alone a creation in which 
men are evil, but a creation in which nature is seemingly 
heartless. It is all too easy to make up an argument pro- 
nouncing the very constitution of the universe cruel. But 
somewhere—this proverb bears beautiful witness to it— 
there have been men of faith who refused to be cast down 
by any puzzle of reconciling the course of nature and the 
goodness of the eternal Father. They uttered their de- 
fiance of all appearances in a credo as simple as it is sub- 
limely universal. They would not deny the mercy of 
God becsause they could not trace it. If it was God’s 
work it must be merciful. This dark Providence is the 
fact? Yes, it is. Then it must be right. ‘Whatever is, 
is right.” Sneer at that? No, man; get on your knees 
and pray for grace to say it, too. 

“The voice of the people is the voice of God.’ Super- 
ficial persons scoff at this saying also, imagining it a 
claim that in democracy the way the majority of the people 
vote represents necessarily the divine will. But sweeping 
aside the pathetic ignorance from which such ridicule 
arises, let us remind ourselves and them that the saying 
is in reality a basic affirmation of all that Protestantism 
stands for. The priestly assumption against which the 
Reformation revolted was that God’s voice spoke only to 
and through the prelates of the Church. The Reformers 
taught instead that God speaks in the hearts of the 
humblest disciples as clearly as He speaks to popes, bishops 
and clerics. Whoever therefore would know the message 
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of the Spirit, let him betake himself to the simple and 
humble. Papal bulls are one man’s word. The “voice of 
the people’—the experience of the faithful—is the true 
ecumenical interpretation of the gospel. 
—Noran R. 
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THE WORLD’S CONVENTION 


The Tenth World’s Sunday School Convention, which 
met July 11-18 in Los Angeles, California, proved to be 
one of the most notable religious gatherings of modern 
times. A grand total of 7,631 delegates were registered, 
far exceeding any previous convention. The Reformed 
Church is credited with 106 registrations, and Pennsyl- 
vania stands next to California, with 471 delegates. There 
was an estimated attendance of over 12,000, and about 
50 nations of the earth were represented in this epochal 
gathering of men and women, actively devoted to the 
work of Christian education. 

A leading Los Angeles business man said to Dr. Hugh 
S. Magill: “I can’t understand what has brought all these 
people together. I thought the Churches were divided.” 
“Yes, we may be divided,” replied Dr. Magill, “but the 
things that draw us together are greater than the things 
that divide us. The power of Jesus Christ, our Leader, 
has brought us together.” 

It is difficult indeed to describe the spirit, the significant 
experiences and the achievements of such a convention. 
It is easy to say that “all records were surpassed,” for 
superlatives are well-nigh unavoidable. The program was 
so varied that there was something helpful for everyone. 
Perhaps there was an unjustified measure of optimism, 
and not enough heart-searching challenges for better 
things, when there remains so much land to be possessed. 
But one is scarcely in the mood for criticism, when so 
many constructive suggestions are vouchsafed in a great 
program. Some of the addresses were veritable master- 
pieces. To our own way of thinking, none was greater 
than that of Miss Nannie Burroughs, of Washington, D. 
C., a negress, on “Brotherhood and the Kingdom.” Other 
notable messages were by Drs. W. C. Poole, R. M. Hop- 
kins, Hugh S. Magill, Luther A. Weigle, Daniel A. Pol- 
ing, W. C, Pearce, Bishop Fred B. Fisher and Prof. Rajah 
B. Manikam. But it is correct to say that the increasing 
fruitfulness of religious education in binding the world 
into a brotherhood and in advancing Christ-like living in 
every land will, after all, be the truest witness to the 
effectiveness of the Los Angeles gathering. 

Perhaps the most outstanding achievement was the re- 
organization of the World’s Sunday School Association, 
which was effected in a spirit of brotherly harmony which 
was truly edifying. Henceforth there are to be two Sec- 
tions of the World’s Association—the North American, 
with Dr. Robert M. Hopkins as General Secretary; and 
the British, with Mr. James Kelly, of Glasgow, as Gen; 
eral Secretary. To the British Section has been assigned 
co-operation with the national units on the European 
Continent and also in India. To North America all other 
units throughout the world are assigned. A budget of 
$100,000 was approved, of which $70,000 is to be raised 
and expended by the North American Section. The head- 
quarters will continue to be in the Metropolitan Tower, 
New York City. All the different units are to come to- 
gether in the next World’s Convention, to be held in Rio 
de Janeiro, Brazil, in 1932. The newly elected President 
is Sir Harold Mackintosh of Halifax, England; Dr. W. 
C. Pearce of Los Angeles, and eleven others representing 
different countries, are Vice-Presidents; Dr. Hugh S. Ma- 
gill of Chicago is Recording Secretary; and Mr. Paul 
Sturtevant of New York, is Treasurer. 
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GENERAL SECRETARY HOPKINS 


The World’s Sunday School Association deserves feli- 
citations for a number of reasons, and certainly one of 
the greatest of these is the fact that Dr. Robert M. Hop- 
kins has accepted the call of the Association to become 
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its General Secretary for the North American Section. 
After graduating at the University of Michigan, Dr. Hop- 
kins succeeded his father as secretary of the Christian 
Bible School Association of Kentucky. After ten years. 
of service, he became secretary of the American Christian 
Missionary Society. For years he has so fully and so 
helpfully identified himself with the international and 
interdenominational forces in the field of religious edu- 
cation that his unanimous choice for this new honor be- 
came inevitable. 

Since the Editor of the MrssENGER enjoyed the graci- 
ous privilege of travelling through the Bible Lands in 1919 
in the company of Dr. Hopkins, which was a treat worth 
remembering throughout life, he has not only cherished 
the personal friendship of this prince of good fellows, but 
has regarded him as one of the most resourceful, as well 
as one of the fairest and most broadminded, of our Chris- 
tian leaders. To see Dr. Hopkins preside at a great con- 
ference is in itself a liberal education on how such things 
should be done. With an executive of such high order 
at the helm, we predict a greatly enlarged field of useful- 
ness for the World’s Sunday School Association. Com- 
bined with his indefatigible industry, his good judgment, 
and his brotherly spirit, we feel sure that his winsome 
personality will insure great prosperity for this important 
work of the Kingdom. The headquarters of Dr. Hopkins 
will be in New York City and he will direct the work of 
the Association in North and South America, Asia and 
Africa. 

The work of the British Section, which has the over- 
sight in various European countries and India, has been 
committed to another outstanding leader, Mr. James Kelly, 
of Scotland. Mr. Kelly, by the way, accompanied the 
Fellowship Tour of our Church from Los Angeles to 
Philadelphia, and it was a much appreciated opportunity 
to become personally acquainted with this fine type of 
Sunday School leader in Europe. We pray the abundant 
blessing of the great Head of the Church upon these two 
consecrated servants of the Master. 
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THE CHURCH AND THE CHECKBOOK 


The Presidential campaign has proceeded far enough 
to reveal the desperate character of the attempt to silence 
every expression of opinion on the part of the Protestant 
clergy. Probably the first prize for foolish utterance 
should go to Mr. John J. Raskob, chairman of a national 
political committee, who, in acknowledging that the op- 
position to his candidate “draws its vigor from the evan- 
gelical clergy,” announces that this clerical opposition will 
subside in due time under the financial pressure applied 
by wealthy laymen. “Substantial people in the South, 
including Methodists,” he said, “are saying to preachers, 
‘this opposition must stop, or you will receive no more 
contributions from us’.” Mr. Raskob thinks that the 
Methodist and Baptist preachers who now threaten to 
lead a bolt of dangerous proportions will fade out of the 
picture when the financial thumbscrews are thus cruelly 
applied. 

The Chicago Daily News replies that it would be hard 
to imagine a statement better calculated to foment a for- 
midable revolt in the South against the ticket favored by 
Mr. Raskob. The News says: ““Whatever may be thought 
as to the wisdom or propriety of the course which some 
of the southern clergy are following, there is no denying 
their sincerity. They have already realized that, in de- 
claring against the majority opinion of their congrega- 
tions, they are facing grave dangers of social reprisal. 
But having taken their stand, few will retreat now at the 
threat of a shrinkage in Church collections. Rather they 
are in a mood to welcome any circumstance which will 
give the flavor of martyrdom to their political heresy. Mr. 
Raskob is being poorly served if he does not realize the 
intensity of feeling in the many Churches of the South. 
Nowhere else has the campaign assumed the tragic temper 
which it has taken already among large numbers of the 
southern clergy. To these men, the national Prohibition 
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law appears as the finest fruit of their years in the min- 
istry, and the election of a President who in some way 
might undermine the stability of that law is, therefore, 
regarded as a moral catastrophe to be averted at any cost. 
To insinuate that men in such a mood will pocket their 
convictions because of financial threats is almost to insure 
the flooding of the South with hundreds of its ministers 
preaching a crusade against a wet candidate, and against 
any attempt to dominate the Church through the check- 
book.” This influential journal therefore advises all lead- 
ers in the present campaign to treat with respect ‘“‘the 
southern preacher, who is a man of intense convictions, 
with the ability to make those convictions register in the 
minds of his listeners.” 

Bishop James Cannon, Jr., of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church South, who has been held up to special contumely 
by reason of his activity in opposing a wet candidate, has 
just issued a stinging reply to Mr. Raskob’s prophecy 
about the muzzling of ministers. “It is not surprising,” 
he says, “that this high official of the Roman Catholic 
Knights of Columbus, judging from the situation in his 
own Church, in which the priesthood must accept the 
decision of the Vatican without protest on pain of ex- 
communication, should imagine that similar conditions pre- 
vail among Protestants. But even a moderate acquaint- 
ance with Church history would have told him that John 
Wesley, who denounced dram-sellers 200 years ago, and 
was shamefully vilified and personally assaulted with mud, 
sticks and stones, persisted in his work, regardless of pey- 
secution, and founded one of the greatest religious de- 
nominations of the world.’’ Bishop Cannon, therefore, re- 
gards the threatened boycott as not simply insulting, but 
a political blunder which can be accounted for only be- 
cause Mr. Raskob “thinks of Protestant ministers as he 
is in the habit of thinking of the Roman Catholic priest- 
hood.” 

It must be said that the Methodist and Baptist Churches 
‘deserve congratulations because they are made the par- 
ticular victims of the most scurrilous attacks for so-called 
“political activity,” simply because they are outspoken in 
their opposition to candidates who cannot possibly rep- 
resent the high ideals of evangelical Christianity. 

In an able editorial on “The Bogey of Clericalism,” 
The Christian Century points out that whenever the senti- 
ments of Christian people show signs of becoming effec- 
tive in practical action, there are demagogues ready to 
raise the cry of “‘clericalism.” “Why all this anxiety that 
the Church should focus its energy upon activities which 
can be carried on within Church walls?” asks The Cen- 
tury. “Clearly it is not the result of any tender solicitude 
for the welfare of the Church. It is not because of any 
desire that the business of the Church as an institution 
should be more competently administered, or that there 
should be more prayer meetings, more worship and more 
evangelism. It is because Christianity is a dangerous force 
in the world whenever it breaks into the general field of 
human life and begins to make effective contact with the 
institutions, the social practices, and the cultural ideals of 
the secular world. Those whose interests are menaced by 
its influence or condemned by its teaching are naturally 
desirous that the Church should attend to its own busi- 
ness and leave theirs alone. ‘You preach what you please 
and let us practice as we like,’ is the motto.” We believe 
that The Century is right in saying that if any “clerical 
party” would arise in this country, it would not be able 
to muster enough supporters even to nominate a candi- 
date by petition. “Let any Protestant minister attempt 
to tell even his own parishioners how they must vote, un- 
der penalty of ecclesiastical discipline, and the crash of 
his fall would drown the sound of his words. But when 
a great body of Christian people have a conviction that 
one proposed public policy makes for decency and moral- 
ity, and that its opposite is vicious and destructive, leaders 
of their own choosing may voice that conviction and 
mobilize that sentiment without trangressing the boundary 
which properly exists between Church and State.” 

As a glaring example of the malicious and abusive stuff 


which is being sent to editors through the mails, the Mes- 
SENGER prints for your information in this issue an ex- 
cerpt from a letter signed “Fundamentalist,” which might, 
perhaps, have been fittingly signed “Papist” or “Partisan.” 
lt is entitled, “Those Awful Preachers’—and with all its 


coarseness, it is a real tribute to the influence of the 
Protestant ministers, who are properly feared by the foes 
of righteousness. Such attacks always prove to be a 
boomerang. 
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THE REFORMED CHURCH IN LOS ANGELES 


It is a joy to the MESSENGER to carry on the cover page 
a good view of the artistic and Churchly interior of the 
First Reformed Church of Los Angeles, California, and 
a portrait of the man who did so much to give form and 
substance to this stately edifice. No member of the Re- 
formed Church who attended the World’s Sunday School 
Convention—and there were several hundred ha, I Lyefe 
Angeles from this and other lands—needed to be ashamed 
of the showing of our denomination in that miracle city 
of the Pacific Coast. Indeed, we were all very proud of 
this really modern, beautiful and convenient house of wor- 
ship, erected at a cost of less than $60,000, and we won- 
dered just how small a replica of this fine edifice we 
could build in the East for such a sum. All felt grateful 
for the splendid achievement of Supt. Evemeyer, aided 
and abetted by his devoted and accomplished wife and by 
the loyal nucleus of Reformed Church folks who have 
labored patiently through the long day of small things, 
persisting bravely in the face of frequently disappointed 
hopes. It was plain to see how all were rejoicing in the 
new accomplishments and in the well-justified hopes for 
the future of this active and progressive congregation. 

There are in Los Angeles and its environs five congre- 
gations of our Church. In addition to First Church, we 
have Trinity, at W. Hollywood, ably served by our old 
friend, the Rev. M. M. Noacker; the Hungarian con- 
gregation, Rev. A. Hady pastor, the First Japanese con- 
gregation, Rev. K. Namekawa pastor and the Sawtelle 
Japanese Church, Rev. K. Suzuki pastor. In addition 
there is the Colonial Japanese congregation, organized by 
our missionary-at-large, the Rev. J. Mori. This is a 
promising start indeed for the Reformed Church, and 
doubtless there will soon be a Classis of California, as 
we have also several flourishing congregations in San 
Francisco, the Japanese under the leadership of the Rev. 
S. Kowta, and the Hungarian, led by the Rev. A. Szabo. 
Only God can measure the amount of good that is being 
done, especially among those of the oncoming generation. 
It was a particular delight to see and hear some of the 
young people from these Reformed congregations, boys 
and girls of Hungarian and Japanese ancestry who are 
already good, wholesome Americans, promising to make 
a valuable contribution to our American citizenship as 
well as to the work of Christ’s Kingdom. 

The First Church of Los Angeles acted as host for the 
Pan-Presbyterian Rally on the afternoon of July 14, and 
the edifice was packed with an interested crowd of the 
ministers and members of the various Reformed Churches, 
who ought soon to learn the value of getting together as 
members of a common household of faith. There were 
the U. P.’s and the R. P.’s and the common garden vari- 
ety of P.’s (North and South) and the Dutch Reformed 
and We, Us and Co.—and judging from the speeches you 
couldn’t tell which was which. After this Pan-Presby- 
terian Rally, Supt. Evemeyer and his delightful people 
did themselves proud by serving a strictly first-class sup- 
per to our own Reformed Church folks. Needless to say, 
the available space was fully occupied and all seemed to 
enter into the spirit of the occasion with exceptional “wim 
and wigor.” The singing of the crowd was of a high 
order and a fine musical program by local talent was much 
appreciated. The pastor presided most graciously as 
toastmaster and provided just the proper tempo for the 
feast of reason and flow of soul. All present seemed eager 
to make addresses, but about the only ones who had a 
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chance were Mrs. Anna Miller, of Ohio, Miss Catherine 
A. Miller, of Phila., Drs. Chas. E. Schaeffer and Paul S. 
Leinbach, of anywhere and everywhere, and Mr. J. Vic- 
tor, the able and eloquent representative of Hungary at 
the World’s Convention, who is in his own land a well- 
known diplomat and statesman and a consecrated worker 
in the Reformed Church. This was really a most inspir- 
ing evening, and it is safe to say that none of those present 
will forget it. 

On Sunday morning, July 15, Dr. Schaeffer spoke 
eloquently at the well-attended Sunday School of the First 
Church, and at the morning worship the sermon was 
preached by the Editor of the MEssENGER, with Dr. Chas. 
A. Santee and Rey. Frank A. Shults assisting. Dr. Schaef- 
fer preached the sermon in Trinity Church, W. Holly- 
wood. In the evening all the congregations joined in the 
memorable services conducted by the Sunday School Con- 
vention in the Shrine Civic Auditorium, Los Angeles, and 
the gigantic Hollywood Bowl. 
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THE PARABLE OF THE MAN WHO KNEW 
THE WAY 


There came unto me a man who said, I should like to 
Consult Thee concerning a Great Idea that I have. 

And I said, Many consult but few desire advice, and 
still fewer take it. For most people who come to Con- 
sult me about Great Ideas have already made up their 
Minds and want only that I should Endorse their Ideas, 
which I Seldom Do. 

And he said, I am Confident thou wilt Endorse this 
one, and that thou wilt proclaim it a Great Discovery. 
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Howbeit, it is Revolutionary, and the World itself is not 
ready for it 

And I said, Then put it on ice until the World is ready 
for it. 

And he said, Where were Human Progress if the 
Prophets and Martyrs had taken thine Advice? 

And I said, I am not advising them, but thee. 
with thy Great Idea. 

And he told me. But the more he wound himself up 
in his Story, the less he knew what he wanted to Say. 
And his Great Idea was mostly in the name he gave to it. 

And when he had finished, I sat for a time in silence. 

And he said, Hast thou nothing to say? 

And I said, I thank thee for telling me about it. 

And he said, Thou art Welcome, but I desire thee to 
Criticize my Great Idea. 

And I said, Once upon a time there was a man who 
wanted to go to a Place in his car, and he did not know 
the Way. And a friend of his offered to ride with him 
and show him, for he Professed to Know. And they 
drove over Bad Roads, and they found Many Detours, 
and Darkness fell upon them. And it became more and 
more evident that the Guide did not know the Way. And 
they came to a Fork in the Road where was a Post with 
a Horizontal Board upon the top thereof. 

And the Guide said, Let me out and I will Read the 
Sign, and Discover if we are on the Right Road. 

And he got out and looked upward, and he could not 
read the Inscription. So he Climbed the Post, and he 
struck Matches, and he read the Sign, and returned to 
the Car in a Sticky and Uncomfortable Condition. 

And the man to whom I related this Incident said, 
What did the Sign say, and what hath that to do with 
my Great Idea? 

And I said, What it hath to do with thy Great Idea, in 
which thou undertakest to guide Other Men, is for thee 
to discover. But I can tell thee what the Sign said. 

And he said, Tell me. 

And I said, The Sign said, Wet Paint. 


Go on 


The Lost Radiance of the Church 


What is the matter with the Church? 
Of all the given answers, only one need 
ecneern us: Church members do not seem 
to realize that God is a living God, and the 
Church is an organization through which 
God works in the world, now. They think 
of Him as One Who worked wonders in the 
past, and not as a present Reality, as near 
to them as ‘‘the air is to the flying bird 
or the water to the swimming fish.’’ 

Thus the observer has gained the im- 
pression that the Church is a sort of human 
agency for getting certain things done in 
the world, for propagating and enlarging 
a particular denomination, for paying the 
debt, inereasing the membership, raising 
the budget, baptizing the children, marry- 
ing the marriageable, burying the dead, 
and assuring folks of eternal bliss if their 
names are inscribed upon the Church roll. 
Not once in a hundred times does a person 
get a right and intelligent answer from a 
Church member as to the function of the 
Church in the world. There are multitudes 
of organizations that go by the name of 
‘*Church,’’? but the average member fails 
to realize that a Church is not,a Church 
unless God lives in it and carries out His 
spiritual work through persons who make 
up the Church. 

The Church of today is a travesty on the 
early Church. Belonging to the early 
Church meant to be ‘‘ joined to the Lord in 
one spirit.’? Now it means to be joined 
with ‘‘our class.’’?’ The Church is a good 
club which one may attend when it is con- 
venient for him; where he can hear good 
music; listen to a preacher who deals in 
generalities and platitudes, but never hits 
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anything because he never aims at any- 
thing. One can drop an offering upon the 
plate—not too large, because a dinner or 
a dance is to be given this week—and then 
go home feeling quite unctuous and pious 
because he has paid the minister a compli- 
ment by his presence. He has merely re- 
turned the call the minister made at his 
home last week. 

The early Church declared that, where 
two or three should be gathered together in 
the name of Christ, He would be in the 
midst of them, God had been seen in Jesus. 
They had learned to love that character; 
and in loving, had seen God. Today, the 
Church is an organization of expediency. 
It wants a popular message without pur- 
pose or aim; it takes up fads; it adjusts it- 
self to the tendencies of the time; it knows 
little or nothing about being the mouth- 
piece of God, and being charged with the 
dynamic of its Founder. The folk who 
made up that little company of believers a 
short time before their Leader had been 
taken away from them, were conscious of 
being shot through with His Spirit. It was 
a Way of Life. It was something that 
worked; and other people who came into 
contact with them knew that something 
novel had happened. The people on the 
outside took knowledge of them that they 
had been with Jesus. 


But the Church today! The Gospel is 
just as simple a matter as ever, yet the 
Church has become a complicated affair. 
If a man wants to stand up and take upon 
himself the obligations of discipleship, to 
fight beneath the cross and according to 
the standard of Jesus; to be a member 


of the Chureh and prove to the world that 
henceforth he will follow sincerity, good- 
ness, and love; the things which confront 
him are baptism, Noah, the Red Sea, mysti- 
cal washing away, everlasting salvation, 
the damned—and all the other things 
dragged in by the ears. 

The Gospel is plain enough, being simply 
the following of Jesus Christ. All a man 
needs is to discover what sort of person 
Jesus was. But the Church is concerned 
with a host of other questions, so that it 
hardly has time for the Gospel. It is busy 
with apostolic succession, ritualism, preser- 
vation of the faith—whatever that is— 
finance, socialism, baptism, ordination, or- 
ganization, foreign missions, and a host of 
questions that seem to be of foremost im- 
portanee. Laymen and preachers call each 
other heretics, traitors, and fanatics. Is 
it surprising, then, that outsiders are 
puzzled in recognizing the disciples of 
Jesus by the love they bear towards one 
another? 


Something is wrong, and an ever intreas- 
ing number of us are longing for the re- 
covery of the radiance that characterized 
the life of Jesus. There is a feeling that 
the Church is in a muddle; and that all 
that really matters is the depth of convic- 
tion of the revelation of God in the face 
of Jesus Christ, certainty of fellowship 
with Jesus, and with one another. It is at 
once evident that certain externalities are 
not necessary to produce a radiant Church. 
Creeds, dogmas, ecclesiasticism, denomi- 
nationalism, have nothing to do towards 
imparting lustre to the organization, We 
will brush them aside, leaving them to 
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their fate among those who revel in them. 
Let us see what the Church can do to make 
itself the light of the world. 


First, it needs to recover its note of 
warning. It is a note that seems to 
be absent from the pulpit today. We are 


so polite and composed and unexcited, 
There is a lack of urgency in our preach- 
ing. To listen to us one would rarely 
grasp that there is anything wrong with 
the world, and that we believe we have 
any message that will set it right. In one 
of his books, John Hutton declares that 
there are times when it is the duty of the 
Church to look the natural man in the eyes 
and tell him frankly ‘‘that he is damned.’’ 
But we pat him on the back and tell him 
that he is a good fellow; we prate about 
his great humanitarian efforts until he 
comes to believe that God is a dummy God, 
some trifling martinet who can be hum- 
bugged and coaxed into kindness. 

Sin! Isn’t that a vulgar subject? At 
any rate, we hear it said on every hand 
that people have to be coaxed to Church 
these days; and if you meet them with any 
such stuff as that, they will be scared 
away. Fools that we are, building our 
houses upon the slopes of a voleano, pay- 
ing no heed until the crash comes! We are 
so placid, so content; like eattle which 
never lie awake at night to weep for their 
sins. This bovine placidity is a mark of 
weakness, not of strength. 

To be sure, there is still much preaching 
against certain kinds of sin—drunkenness, 
profligacy, profanity, theft, vulgarity. Any 
preacher can harangue a congregation on 
such and receive applause for his courage. 
No one has ever denied that these are 
sins, and that men ought to be called to 
cease from them. Jesus never condoned 
sins of this sort, He did not tell people 
to get drunk, to murder, or to steal. But 
when He dealt with sinners of this kind, 
He dealt with them lovingly and gracious- 
ly. They knew they were sinners, needing 
His help. 

Jesus would never have come to His 
death because He condemned a drunkard 
or a scarlet woman. Everybody else was 
condemning them, But He would have re- 
mained an insip'd character, with no 
ability to start a great movement such as 
the Church was in the first century. What 
Jesus deouunced, was hardness; those peo- 
ple who wished to do wrong, but refrained 
because of the fear of being caught; the 
people who could not make up their minds, 
who could not be relied upon, who started 
well but did not stick to the task. Speak- 
ing against these things revealed the force 
and power of His character, 

When the early Church went out, it went 
with enthusiasm of its Leader; and when 
it hurled itself against the world, it met 
with persecution and deadly weapons. But 
out of the blood and ashes of its martyrs 
it rose to new life. Any preacher, with an 
ounce of enthusiasm for the cause which 
he represents, and facing the same condi- 
tions today as Jesus and the early Chr's- 
tians faced, stands humiliated before the 
cowardice of the Church to tackle the 
issues which make for the weal or woe of 
human personality, 


Successful men take this attitude to- 
ward those who find the going hard, and 
toward those women who are left to battle 
their way through life without money to 
keep body and soul together, and to keep 
their children in the public school: ‘‘ Well, 
the man isn’t thrifty, or his wife is ex- 
travagant. Too bad she was left a widow, 
but we have the Mother’s Pension Fund. 
Let the woman take advantage of that.’’ 
Thus the Church salves its conscience. 
What do we eall that kind of an attitude 
which allows a man to become a mere 
machine; and when he is worn out, sets 
him adrift? The only term that can be 
applied to it, is sin, black sin! The Church 
has no longer a right to be silent in the 
face of that kind of sin. True, the Church 
has officially made some pronouncement on 


this situation, but it has never gotten 
under the skin of the rank and file of its 
ministry. In consequence of which, it has 
been as ineffective in remedying the situa- 
tion as if trying to water a desert with a 
pop-gun, The Church can’t go on giving 
a cup of cold water to ‘‘pore damed souls’? 
and do nothing to make it possible for a 
man to realize his higher self. 

The Church must cry its warning against 
another type of sin. It is the sin of acri- 
moniously attacking those who do not hold 
our views, who do not use our theological 
shibboleths, and who do not measure up 
to our standard of conduct. The great 
parlor game is the hunting of heretics. 
Preachers are not through pitching into 
other denominations, or denouncing the 
supposed belief of people outside the 
Chureh. And yet, the dangerous heretie is 
the man who tries to defend what he says 


DOWN HERE IN THE VALLEY 
By Henry A. Bomberger 


Far off from my own, 
I am ali alone, 
Down here in the valley; 
With God my Defender 
And Captain to rally 
My desperate soul— 
To strengthen, and render 
The prospect inspiring, 
My efforts untiring, 
As on toward the goal 
I struggle, and groan, 
Far off from my own, 
Down here, all alone— 
With God! 


Oh, the nights are dark, 
And the hell-hounds bark, 
Down here in the valley; 
But, lo! my Companion 
Doth suddenly sally 
Right forth from the gloom 
Of that fearfulest canyon, 
With laughter and singing, 
New hopefulness bringing; 
Until, midst the bloom 
Of Paradise thrown, 
Far off from my own, 
Down here I’m alone— 
With God! 


Then the furies flash, 
And the tempests crash, 
Down here—I’m so lonely; 
With God my Defender, 
And ‘‘Jesus only’’!— 
Peace, peace, troubled heart; 
Be still! And the Mender 
Of hopes torn asunder 
Will work while you wonder, 
And never depart.— 
Thus cometh the light, 
In the midst of the night, 
As I fight, and groan, 
So far from my own, 
Down here, all alone— 
With God! 


South Ardmore, Pa. 
June 20, 1928. 


he believes by attacking the beliefs of 
other men. It is easy to go for the de- 
nomination across the street. It is easy 
to pitch into one of the so-called cults, or 
to speak disparagingly of the heathen re- 
ligions that are struggling with Christian- 
ity on foreign soil, It is easy to attack 
all the isms that grow so luxuriously on 
our American soil, But it is quite another 
thing to attack the private hobbies, the 
prejudices and half-truths that clutter up 
our minds in daily intercourse. To hear 
some people talk, one would imagine that 
their neighbors were all unbelievers, that 
scepticism and scoundrelism were running 
riot in the land. 

Take the matter of conduct. Tempta- 
tions assail all of us. But there are some 


temptations which could not possibly get 
hold of our lives. We ought to thank God 
for the privilege of having been born in 
Christian homes, enjoying from childhood 
the good influences that have been thrown 
around us; and on that account to have 
escaped the blasting and devastating sins 
that wreck and ruin lives on every hand. 
3ut in such lives one often finds ingrati- 
tude, no sense of humility and thankful- 
ness; but rather a tendency to attack the 
sins and temptations of other people, that 
never assail themselves. The Chureh must 
attack that Pharisaic attitude which can 
always say bitter and terrible things 
against publicans and sinners, but which 
never turns its eyes on the spirit of hard- 
ness, licentiousness, hypocrisy and slack- 
ness, found in the lives of these accusors. 

Take the case of David. One day his 
minister called on him. He found him rest- 
less. He was lying on his silken divan, his 
face swollen and his eyes bleary. ‘‘How 
is my Lord, the King, today?’’ he asked. 
‘*T am not feeling well. Perhaps it is the 
heat, or the cares of State.’’? The minister 
might have recommended a trip to the sea- 
shore, or to the baths at Joppa. But in- 
stead, he told David a story. He said that 
a certain rich man received a guest. Not 
wishing to kill his own lamb, he stole over 
to his neighbor’s place and took the only 
ewe lamb his poor neighbor had. Immedi- 
ately David’s eyes flashed. ‘‘Where is 
that man? I will have his head off before 
the night.’’ Quietly, Nathan said, ‘‘Thou 
art the man!’’ 

But the Church has something more to 
do than to condemn sins. In the days 
when Israel was fighting its battles, there 
were those whose hearts grew weary, ready 
to throw down their arms and surrender. 
The priest was there with the trumpet to 
rouse them from defeat, to fire their blood 
and incite them to daring. And this surely 
is the privilege of the Church today; to 
put hope and courage into the souls of 
hard-pressed men and women. Not only is 
it the duty of the prophet, but of all who 
make up the body of Christ, 


People are harder pressed than we know; 
they have steeps to climb where the wind 
catches away their breath; they are nearer 
the breaking point than anybody would 
believe. But how gallant they are, neither 
snivelling or complaining. Twenty years 
ago, Mme. Schumann-Heink was making a 
tour of this country. When she arrived in 
a Pennsylvania city, the news came of the 
illness of her son Ferdinand. All her chil- 
dren had been ill most of the winter, and 
she had been away on tour. She almost 
gave up her career, ‘‘I was heart-sick,’” 
she declared, ‘‘and went out of the hotel 
intending to take a walk. I came to a 
little Church all grown over with ivy.. It 
looked like a home, a refuge from ill. As 
I passed along the street, I heard the soft 
music of the pipe-organ playing, ‘My 
Heart Ever Faithful,’ one of my favorite 
songs. I went in. Somehow, I felt I 
should find peace and comfort there. The 
minister, with a fatherly voice, was preach- 
ing a sermon founded on one of the 
Psalms: ‘For He shall give His angels 
charge over thee.’ I do not remember all 
he said, but I do reeall as vividly as if it 
were yesterday, that soothing voice. AI} 
trouble went from me and I was not afraid- 
I want to go down to that Church on my 
last visit to that city, but I want to go 
all alone as I did then. It is a shrine to 
me.’’ (St. Panl’s, Reading, when Dr. 
Bausman was pastor.) 

This earth of ours is so constituted that 
every now and then, in the most unex- 
pected places, cataclysms and upheavals 
oceur. Places that have drowsed wearily 
for centuries, may reel under an earth- 
quake; amid the snow and ice of the Are- 
tie fields; there may appear a wide lava- 
torrent, boiling and seething. How like 
this is human nature! To our bitter cost 
we all know how. when we are tired and 
rushed, somet mes for no discernible rea- 


s | 

son whatever, we are not ourselves. We are 
erabbed and touchy, going through « whole 
day bumping and jolting, until we come 
to ourselves again. We are really <lecent, 
likeable fellows, but for some reason there 
will come another person who sits in our 
clothes, uses our name, and gets mistaken 
for us. How we resent it to hear someone 
say, who has seen us in that mood, ‘‘ Well, 
I never thought he was that kind of a fel- 
low. His wife must have a terrible time 


living with him.’’ 

The truth of the matter is, we are not 
that kind of a fellow. The only thing the 
matter with us is, our character does not 
run through the web from end to end, but 
breaks off suddenly into some other pattern 
that clashes with it. We can never be 
quite sure of ourselves; at any moment we 
may act out of harmony with the whole 
architecture of our nature, lke a river 
that bursts its banks and goes roaring 
along in no bed at all. Our neighbor is 
made of the same kind of stuff. ‘‘Let us 
be kind to one another,’’ the Scotch 
preacher, Ian Maclaren, used to say, ‘‘for 
the most of us are fighting a hard battle.’’ 
Years afterwards, when another Scotch 
preacher succeeded Maclaren, he found 
how he had lived out his dictum. He 
heard nothing of his sermons, though he 
was a great preacher; but wherever there 
fad been a bairnie ill in his time, twenty 
years after they remembered in those 
homes the wonderful man who spent long 
hours pouring out stories to restless little 
folk, sick of their toys, or peevish and 
fretted in their hot beds. 

We must see to it that we adopt views 
that will hearten, not discourage, those 
about us; that we have that kind of out- 
fook which will make others surer of God, 
able to hold out bravely because they have 
eaught the infection of our courage. Here 
is a young man who writes me a letter. 
Twiee he has given up a good position be- 
eause other pastures looked greener. He 
attended Church, but concluded that he 
was not the kind of stuff out of which 
saints are made. He would not be a hypo- 
erite; he would give up Church. Life was 
beating him. A word to his wife, an ap- 
peal through his children, a word of en- 
ecouragement to him, and he was back fight- 
ing gallantly. Here is a middle-aged man. 
He started out well, but he quit trying. 
He could never acquire a worth-while char- 
acter. He needs help. 

It was said of John Knox that he was 
““able in one hour to put more life into 
men than 500 trumpets continually blust- 
ering at once into their ears.’’?’ And the 
voice of Jesus has brought untold myriads 
of whipped and beaten things to their feet 
again. Bonnivard languished in the eastle 
of Chillon. He longed for a look at his 
mative land. But the window in his cell 
was far away and far up, One day a bird 
lighted upon that window ledge and sang 
the sweetest song Bonnivard ever heard. 
He dug holes in the wall, and up he 
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climbed until his face was even with the 
window. Then he looked out upon the blue 
waters of Lake Geneva. Up, up, men have 
climbed, until they have looked into the 
face of a stronger Master than themselves. 


‘“He took the suffering human race, 
He read each wound, each weakness 
clear: 
He stuck His finger on the place, 
And said, ‘Thou ailest here and here.’ ’’ 


It is for us, who belong to the Church, to 
keep others steady; to believe when others 
falter, to remain calm when others are 
flustered and take to looking back over 
their shoulders. It is for the Church to 
blow a blast of heartening and encourage- 
ment, for the grey earth needs it. What 
radiant light the Chureh will shed, when 
out from it will go people who act on the 
belief that the greatest Master is Jesus, 
with His amazing power of rousing hope 
in desperate people, and by His own au- 
dacity of courage which hurls defiance in 
the face of sins that throttle us and says, 
‘Up again! You can, and you will!’’ 

Once more, the world will feel the radi- 
aney of the Church when the people who 


compose its membership, lift up their 
voices with the cry of Victory. It is the 
happiest word in literature, It was the 


word of the early Church. It has the sound 
of singing in it; not of melancholy, nor 
yet of sentimental rubbish like much of 
our modern stuff. These people sang, be- 
cause they had something to sing about. 
Why is the Church always apologizing, 
speaking deprecatingly and even depreciat- 
ingly, about its work? It makes one sick 
to get into a company of preachers, or to 
attend a religious conference, and hear the 
lugubrious voices all chanting in unison: 
““The golden age is in the past, for ours 
is a day of paint and powder and lip-sticks. 
The Church is not what it used to be. 
There is no sacredness, no responsibility, 
no real reverence, no interest in the 
Churech.’’? It is the worst kind of psy- 
chology. If you tell yourself a thing often 
enough, you will come to believe it. Is it 
any wonder that we are blowing our horns 
up the back alleys, while the crowd passes 
along the main thoroughfare, not even 
aware that we are there? 

Why not talk about the triumphs of 
Christianity? Even when things look 
black, it appears that everything is going 
to the devil, why not give thanks for the 
things which have not gone there? The 
American-English humorist, Haliburton, 
once got to the point where he thought 
there was nothing to be thankful for ex- 
cept that he wasn’t in hell yet—and gave 
thanks for that delay. As the stars stole 
out one by one, until the whole heaven was 
ablaze, more reasons for thankfulness 
dawned on him, and he was soon out of his 
dumpish mood. Gilbert Chesterton, reply- 
ing to the criticism that the Salvation 
Army is a corybantie type of Christianity, 


asserts that its methods are unchallenge- 
able, He says, ‘‘ Every real Christian who 
believes in his faith, must do two things: 
he will dance, and he will fight; dance, for 
sheer happiness; make war because he has 
discovered something that is irresistible, 
and opens a sure path to triumph.’’ It is 
this kind of a spirit that gains recruits. 

Don Quixote, who went forth to fight 
with wooden horses, made a visor of eard- 
board. He tested his sword against it, 
whereupon he slit it through. ‘‘We will 
just assume that this is a good visor,’’ he 
said. We do not expect our Christianity 
to be efficient. To many Church members, 
Christianity is so much weight which they 
must carry along; they do not regard it 
as the thing it really is, a power that 
carries us, Of course, Christianity is a 
thing which most folks usually have some- 
where in the back of their minds; but they 
have the feeling that not much can be done 
with it, and it were better not to test it 
too seriously. So the Church drifts back 
to the position of ‘‘ Better not try it, then 
you will get into no trouble.’’ ‘ 

I rode up 9,000 feet toward the snow- 
capped peak of Mount Blane. I had to de- 
scend a steep and long path to the glacier. 
I disliked the thought of climbing back 
again. To my surprise, however, I was able 
to run nearly the whole distance up that 
steep path without being exhausted. I 
could have carried a 30-pound weight with- 
out much inconvenience. It was the rare- 
fied air. I would have been fagged in the 
same distance at the foot of the mountain. 
The Church needs to stand on the heights 
where the people of the New Testament 
stood. How swiftly they ran, and what 
gallant deeds they undertook! What 
dreams they dreamed, and what ineredible 
victories they gained! They were a poor 
little company, gathered here and there in 
the back streets. Yet, they had something 
within them which made them feel sure 
of winning the world. They saw a city, 
with wide open gates, through which 
poured a great stream of people from all 
quarters of the globe. What they had ex- 
perienced, made them feel that nothing 
was impossible. There was no snivelling 
or whimpering or apologizing. They just 
went at it. 

“‘Tf we fail!’? Macbeth cried. ‘‘Serew 
your courage to the sticking point, and 
we’ll not fail,’’ said Lady Macbeth. Fail? 
“‘What’s failure or success to me? I have 
subdued my life to the one purpose where- 
to I have ordained it,’’ says Browning in 
‘‘Paracelsus.’’?’ What’s failure or success 
to the Church? It is not the business of 
the Church to see the ultimate outcome of 
its work. Its business is to be up and do- 
ing, sowing the seed, and serving with 
gladness. The Lord will take care of the 
harvest if we take care of the sowing. The 
Kingdom does not come with observation, 
but the outcome is sure. Let the Church 
believe in itself, and it will rally many a 
disheartened and discouraged spirit. 


Venezuela Has Changed 


Preconceived notions have a hard time 
throughout South America, but nowhere is 
the going rougher than in Venezuela, What 
one finds is usually the opposite of what 
one expects. Venezuela is enshrined in the 
American imagination as a country always 
un trouble. Most of us can remember how 
President Cleveland interposed the Mon- 
roe Doctrine and the power of the United 
States to save Venezuela from the British, 
and how at a later date Theodore Roose- 
velt prevented the Germany navy from 
doing a little debt collecting. Most of us 
have not thought about Venezuela since. 
The picture that lingers in our minds is 
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that of a weak and poverty stricken gov- 
ernment asking to be relieved of its proper 
obligations. 

But today the traveler discovers that 
Venezuela is one of the most solvent na- 
tions in the world. She has a foreign debt 
of sixteen million dollars on which she 
pays a low rate of interest, but she main- 
tains a nest egg of twenty-five million dol- 
lars in her treasury at all times. While 
the other republics of South America have 
been floating loan after loan in New York, 
Venezulea has not borrowed a cent in 
twenty years. In spite of her failure to 
float bond issues, Venezuela has more con- 


crete roads than any other country in 
South America—and they have been paid 
for out of current income. Where is the 
American State or city that pays cash for 
its highways? 

Another preconceived notion in the mind 
of the writer at least was that dictators 
usually ran a country deeply into debt, 
neglected improvements, and then de- 
parted to Europe with the proceeds. But 
Venezuela owes her lack of liabilities to 
the twenty-year dictatorship of Juan Vi- 
cente Gomez. The present ruler of Vene- 
zuela is a unique character. Whether one 
would classify him as illiterate or not de- 


i} 


August? 16, 1928. 


REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER 


pends upon how that term might be de- 
fined, but his book education would prob- 
ably not more than equal that of the 
second grade. His private morals are 
openly notorious, and the men about him 
have not always been scrupulous concern- 
ing human lives. Gomez himself has be- 
come the richest man in the country, His 
wealth is reliably rated at one hundred 
million dollars. But in his simplicity and 
ignorance Gomez has done some remark- 
able things. As already mentioned, he has 
hated debt, and kept out of it. For twenty- 
five years he has given Venezuela peace 
and maintained order. The expenses of 
the government are surprisingly low. He 
has kept on good terms with all foreign 
countries. The business of opening up the 
republic by building roads goes steadily 
forward. One may regard Gomez as either 
a perfect tyrant, or as an admirable states- 
man, depending upon one’s point of view. 


The past and the present also contradict 
each other in Venezuela. The revolt against 
the power of Spain began with her. She 
gave South America Bolivar and a number 
of other leaders who were in truth ‘‘ Lib- 
erators.’’ Nowhere in the world have the 
people who cast statues and carve marble 
tablets done a better business than in 
Venezuela. The country is overrun with 
monuments to the patriotism of the past. 
Yet no people have submitted more docilely 
to a more tyrannical succession of dicta- 
tors than have the Venezuelans. Their 
patriotism seems to have exhausted itself 
in the worship of Bolivar and his assocei- 
ates. 


Even the climate of Venezuela is a con- 
tradiction, Because of its location near 
the equator one would expect it to be hot, 
and the towns dirty. Undoubtedly there 
are plenty of warm places in the country, 
but Caracas, the capitol, has a most in- 
vigorating climate. One basks in the sun- 
shine and rejoices to be alive, in July! 
Even the port cities are remarkably clean, 
and beautiful plazas are to be found 
every where. 


Venezuela is friendly towards the United 
States. She actually remembers’ with 
gratitude the good offices of Cleveland and 
Roosevelt. Nor does she resent the activi- 
ties of the oil men, who have made her the 
second country in the world in petroleum 
production. But although Venezuela is 
geographically the nearest of South Amer- 
iean lands, she is yet far away from us. 
This is the only country in South America 
to which one must pay the foreign postage 
rate of five cents for letters. In thought 
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and culture the French influence still pre- 
dominates. So far as traveling in comfort 
is concerned, it is easier to go to Paris 
than to New York. 


From the Protestant point of view, Vene- 
zuela is an unoccupied opportunity. An- 
tonio Guzman Blanco, a dictator who flour- 
ished during the seventies and eighties, 
broke the power of the Church and is said 
to have invited missionaries into the coun- 
try. Although still receiving a govern- 
ment subsidy, the Catholic Chureh in Vene- 
zuela today exhibits more good art and ex- 
ercises less political influence than in any 
of the neighboring republics. Protestant- 
ism has been protected and given a fair 
opportunity. Yet the missionary occupa- 
tion has been slight. Only one American 
denomination has any work in the country. 
And yet one finds another contradiction— 
Venezuela will probably be the first South 
American country to have a national Pro- 
testant Church, as the joint effort of the 
American Presbyterians, a Scandinavian 
Mission and the Orinoco River Mission, an 
independent organization. These three 
bodies are agreed as to doctrine and like 


cach other personally, and are only pre- 
vented from forming a union Chureh by 
the geographical difficulties of meeting to- 
gether. A liberal contribution for travel- 
ing expenses would soon produce an 
‘- wvangelical Church of Venezuela,’’ 

One should watch for news from Vene- 
zuela in coming months. The country is 


in the same mood as a Chureh which ‘‘de- 
bP] 


Sires a change. It is suspected that the 
present incumbent is probably of the same 
mind as the people. He is past 70 years 
or age, and has nothing to gain by staying 
in power if he can find a safe way out, For 
a man who has ruled for twenty years to 
become a mere private citizen once more 
and iemain in the country is almost im- 


posvible. But for a man who has millions 
of dollars invested it is equally difficult 
to go away. No one knows what is going 
to happen. So long as the army remains 
loyal and the government has control of 
all the arms and ammunition in the coun- 
try there will be no revolution. 


An incident which happened this spring 
shows that there are effective ways of 
dealing with a government without the ap- 
peal to arms. At a mass meeting of stu- 
dents in Caracas three speakers expressed 
their minds about the government, and 
were promptly arrested. Their _ re- 
lease was demanded, and another mass 
meeting held, and more leaders arrested. 
The students then decided that if they 
could not get their friends out of jail that 
they would join them in their confinement, 
In small groups some two hundred students 
went around to the police station and 
offered themselves for arrest. Rather 
stupidly the police locked them up. Then 
the bank clerks and bread makers went on 
strike, and the street car service in Cara- 
cas became uncertain. One night the two 
hundred students were taken down to the 
prison at Puerto Cabello. Twice they were 
offered their freedom upon condition that 
they sign a paper admitting that they had 
been in the wrong, and had opposed the 
government, They refused to sign, and 
remained in confinement. The authorities 
finally turned them loose, but without pro- 
viding them with either food or transpor- 
ation. The business men of Puerto Cabello 
took up a collection to send the students 
hack to Caracas, 


This affair brought two results; the vice- 
president, who was also the illegitimate 
son of the president, has left the country, 
and an election has been promised for the 
spring of 1929, Venezuela faces the great- 
est problem created by a dictator—how to 
arrange for the succession. 


Woodrow Wilson’s Religion 


“«See the world as the work of God. Our 
thought cannot stop short of these ultimate 
realities. ’’—Wilson, 

When a boy has had about him a reli- 
gious atmosphere, genuine and fine, from 
his earliest recollection until he leaves for 
college, the chances are he will carry the 
influence through life. We repeat that the 
religion of Joseph Wilson, Woodrow’s 
father, and all the long line of Calvin- 
Covenanter-Prebyterian tradition of the 
Wilsons and the Woodrows measurably de- 
termined the policies of that administra- 
tion from 1912 to 1920; set in motion an 
association of nations; and gave mankind, 
as Dr. L. P. Jacks explained, an entirely 
original idea of government, namely, that 
the greatest nation must needs be a ser- 
vant nation. 

To what extent words and acts portray 
character will always be problematical. 
Smiles have camouflaged more than one 
deep-laid plot. Still words and deeds do 
ring true or false in the end. Woodrow 
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Wilson attended Church regularly. But 
so have most Presidents. Regular Church- 
going seems to go with the office. In his 
youth he taught a Sunday School class, 
and for many years he was ruling elder 
of the Presbyterian Church at Princeton— 
all of which may mean much or little. 
The fact that Wilson went regularly to 
Chapel as a student and to Church as 
President, that he ‘taught in Sunday 
School, and was a Church officer, does not 
make him religious, though it does help. 
He read the Bible also. His secretary, 
Joseph Tumulty, says he kept one con- 
stantly by him. This practice he laid to 
home training as well as to actual experi- 
ence: ‘‘The opinion of the Bible bred in 
me, not only by the teaching of my home 
when I was a boy, but also by every turn 
and experience of my life and every step 
of study, is that it is the one supreme 
souree of revelation of the meaning of 
life, the nature of God, and the spiritual 
nature and need of man. It is the only 


guide of life which really. leads the spirit 
in the way of peace and salvation. If 
men could but be made to know it inti- 
mately, and for what it really is, we should 
have secured both individual and social 
salvation.?’ 

The estimates of great men on the Bible 
would make an interesting collection, for 
most of them sooner or later make com- 
ments. But Woodrow Wilson did know his 
Bible, as a human book. Said he: ‘‘The 
Bible speaks of the human heart with a 
Maker’s knowledge of the thing He has 
made. By knowing that book we know 
the deepest things of daily life.’’ Again 
he wrote: ‘‘The Bible is the Magna Charta 
of the human soul. How those pages teem 
with the masses of mankind! ..., The 
Bible is the book of the people, not the 
book of the minister of the gospel—not 
an especial book to set forth some un- 
known doctrine withheld from understand- 
ing. The Bible reveals every man _ to 
himself as a distinet moral agent, respon- 
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sible not to man, but to his Maker.’’ The 
Sacred Scriptures were evidently his guide 
more than is usually suspected; for listen: 
‘‘The man whose faith is rooted in the 
Bible knows that reform cannot be stayed; 
that the finger of God that moves upon 
the face of the deep is against every man 
who plots the nation’s downfall.’’ Good 
old Calvinistie doctrine, that! 

And this estimate rings true: ‘‘The New 
Testament is the history of the triumph 
of the human spirit in the person of 
humble men. How infinite is the variety 
of human cireumstance, and of human 
destiny, heroism, and love! It is a mirror 
in which we see ourselves portrayed.’’ 

In an address just before he became 
President, he expressed appreciation once 
more: ‘‘Seripture is like all great litera- 
ture; it portrays us—all men. It is a pic- 
ture of the human heart displayed for all 
ages and for all sorts and conditions of 
people. The Bible classifies world values; 
it says men at the last are judged by 
truthfulness, purity, rectitude. A man 
may have great power and small character. 
The standard of generosity is not the 
amount you give, but the amount you have 
left. The Bible is the book which strips 
life of its disguises and its pretentions, 
and elevates those standards by which 
alone greatness, true strength, and true 
value are assessed.’’ 

And finally, as if to indicate how reli- 
gious conviction and hope for America 
walked hand in hand with Woodrow Wil- 
son: ‘‘Nothing makes America great ex- 
cept her thoughts, except her ideas, except 
her acceptance of those standards of judg- 
ment which are written large upon these 
pages of revelation. I ask every man and 
woman to realize what part of the destiny 
of America lies in the daily perusal of this 
great book.’’ 

It is recorded that a soldier once sent 
him a khaki Testament, asking that he 
read it. He did, daily. 

He had equally definite ideas about the 
duties of the Christian Church. Our whole 
object in Church work, he commented on 
one occasion, is to enable all to see the 
Christ: ‘‘Where there is fire, thither men 
will carry their lamps to be lighted. Where 
there is power, men will go to partake of 
it.?? He regretted that the Protestant 
communities had in part set out to serve 
the classes, not the masses: ‘‘They serve 
certain visible uplifted strata, and ignore 
the men whose need is dire.’’ The Church 
should be the great. and vital center of 
every community. It should help workers 
get positions, and farmers market their 
crops: ‘‘The spirit of Christianity is the 
spirit of assistance. I have been a mem- 
ber of one or two Churches that were or- 
ganized perfectly, but were active about 
nothing. The Church must not only serve 
the individual soul but society also.’’ 

The faith of the Christian to him was 
evidently a guiding and directing prin- 
ciple, for he said: ‘‘After all, the most 
vitalizing thing in the world is Chris- 
tianity.’? Christianity is not valuable to 
us, he explained, because it offers doc- 
trines about God and man, but because 
it has teachings which can be applied to 
life in this world and a still greater life 
in the next. Christ came to save our 
spirits and Christianity fails except it in- 
spire life. The object of Christianity is 
not so much to save human souls as to 
persuade men to help one another, True, 
Christians are always thinking how they 
can assist friends, sell good things to the 
community, enlighten mankind: ‘‘Chris- 
tianity is catching; a home that has it 
will instill it... . If you want your child 
to be Christian, you will be Christian 
yourself.’’ 

Why he was grateful to Christianity we 
may get from this statement: ‘¢Christian- 
ity has liberated the world, not as a sys- 
tem of ethics, not as a philosophy of altru- 
ism, but by its revelation of the power of 
pure and unselfish love... . Christianity 
gave us in the fullness of time the per- 
fect image of right living, the secrets of 
social and of individual well-being.’’ 


He looked on his mission to Paris in the 
light of an appointment from the Almighty 
‘to proclaim the gospel of brotherhood 
around the world. But he wished to go 
humbly, too, not as one seeking fame and 
power, but the things of the Kingdom of 
God. ‘‘The great preacher reaches 
hearts,’’ he said, ‘‘by showing himself a 
brother man to his fellow men.’’ But 
many still question his motives. He spent 
little ‘time in self-explanation, probably 
not enough. 

The Christ Ideal was visible to him: ‘‘I 
do not understand how any man can ap- 
proach the discharge of the duties of life 
without faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.’’ 
Where will you look for a finer apprecia- 
tion than this: ‘‘Christ, the embodiment 
of great motives, of divine sympathy, of 
that perfect justice which sees into the 
hearts of men, and that sweet grace of 
love which takes the sting out of every 
judgment! We do not, we cannot see 
Christ; but there He stands, the most 
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PRIDE 


Why should I walk with head bowed 
and sad 

When all nature rejoices, is riotously 
glad? 

No, I’ll lift up my head to the 
Father on high, 

I’ll have pride in my life, I will sing 
and not sigh. 


Why should I falter on life’s up- 
ward road 
When those who should love me have 
made heavy my load? 
No, I’ll follow my Master to realms 
of delight; ~ 
His yoke it is easy, His burden is 


light. 

Why should I follow a creed or a 
way 

That is man-made and only can last 
for a day? 


No, I’ll trust in our Father through 
dark and through light, 

And have pride in my life because 
it is right. 


—M. D. T. 


monumental fact of history, with a sway 
over the hearts and lives of men which 
has not been broken these nineteen hun- 
dred years.’’ He must have known by ex- 
perience the nature of the Christ: ‘‘ Christ 
came, not to save Himself, assuredly, but 
to save the world. His motive, His ex- 
ample, are every man’s key to his own gifts 
and happiness.’’ 

And how real was the presence of Jesus 
to him: ‘‘No one can think of Christ as 
dead, unreal, a thing of books, a creature 
of theology. He is the embodiment of the 
Eternal, He is our revelation. In Him 
dwelt a spirit great and universal. Sci- 
ence is our intimation; literature the im- 
perfect voice of our fellow men seeking, 
like ourselves, an exit for their hopes; 
philosophy is what we would fain con- 
vinee ourselves of, but cannot see. In 
Christ, in the God He reveals, the veil is 
torn away. You must ever seek in vain 
until you raise your eyes to the Christ 
when he is lifted up... . The Master 
teaches that every soul that is truly to 
live must be born again, must come fresh 
into his own age with the spirit of immor- 
tality.’’? No one could long doubt that the 
President walked with that Friend Unseen 
after hearing him say: ‘‘Every human 
soul feels that the only power he desires, 
the only power that can relieve him from 
the tedium of the day’s work is this thing 
he sees enthroned upon the shining coun- 
itenances of those who really believe in the 
love and saving grace of their Lord and 
Master.’’ 

‘A God of truth is no mean prompter 
to the enlightened service of mankind. 
Character formed as if in His eye has 
always a fiber and sanction you shall not 
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obtain from the mild promptings of philos- 
ophy. Religion, conceive it liberally enough, 
is the true salt wherewith to keep both 
duty and learning sweet against the taint 
of time and change; and it is a noble 
thing to conceive it liberally.’’? Could a 
person talk thus and not have spiritual 
aspirations? Woodrow Wilson’s character 
cannot be correctly appraised apart from 
a deep, lasting, controlling religious con- 
viction. It may have had its source in 
militant Calvinism, but its outlets were 
certainly clear and free. 

‘*What are little personal standards com- 
pared ‘to the great standards set us by the 
Spiritual Powers? Why, for them one 
would walk smilingly to the stake!’’ We 
begin, now, to get glimpses of the influ- 
ences which drove on this man to his 
gigantic task. He felt to the deepest 
depth of his being that he was a man of 
destiny, under orders. Nothing else mat- 
tered. 

He was always applying experience to 
government: ‘‘There is an analogy be- 
tween patriotism and Christianity. It is 
the devotion of the spirit to something 
greater and nobler than itself. We are in 
the world to do something more than look 
after ourselves. America says, ‘We will 
not let any man make you afraid; and we 
will not let any man do you an injus- 
bice land 

Here is another conviction of his: ‘‘ Your 
measurement, your direction, your whole 
momentum has to be established before 
you reach the next world! This world is 
intended as a place in which we shall show 
that we know how ‘to grow in the stature 
of manliness and righteousness. ’’ 

Woodrow Wilson had considerable to 
say about a life that served. Now it is 
just as well, perhaps, to prove first by 
acts; yet Wilson did make the applica- 
tion. After all, he was an honest man, . 
though he gave theories of government 
here and abroad a terrific shaking-up. Of 
course he was punished; how could he have 
expected any other treatment. 

What follows has grace of diction and 
high hopes; but he who spoke these words 
did his best also to redeem them: 

“‘Tt takes a great deal more courage and 
steadfastness to represent ideal things 
than to represent anything else.’’ 

“*You know, when in the presence of an 
unselfish passion, that you are in the pres- 
ence of the greatest force in the world, the 
only force that purifies communities or 
lifts nations to greatness.’’ 

“‘A nation cannot survive materially un- 
less it be redeemed spiritually.’ 

““Moral light is the most wholesome and 
rectifying thing in the world. I believe 
in the progress of moral ideas; and I do 
not know that I am sure of anything else. 
I will let nothing alone that I see going 
downhill, and in the wrong direction.’’ 

Yet how militant he could be: ‘‘I am 
tired of men who are merely on the defen- 
sive and are self-protective. Let them go 
out, seek an adversary, and subdue him! 
A man who is virtuous and a coward has 
no marketable value. He takes the 
momentum, dash, spirit out of life.’’ 

Mr. Wilson was not a professional peace- 
maker, otherwise he would not have spoken 
in this fashion: ‘‘There is a war—the war 
with human passion, and the war with 
human wrong. The most solid and satis- 
fying peace is that which comes from this 
constant spiritual warfare—and there are 
times in the history of nations when they 
must take up the crude instrument of 
bloodshed in order !to vindicate spiritual 
conceptions; for liberty is a spiritual con- 
ception, and when men take up arms to 
set other men free, there is something 
sacred and holy in the warfare. I will not 
ery ‘peace’ so long as there is sin and 
wrong in the world.’’ 

No, he would not; and because he would 
not, he was handed over to the tormentors. 
Yet we more than half suspect they knew 
not what they did. 

(Next Week: Chapter VIII, ‘‘The Cross at 
Last.’’) 
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Mexico Under a Shadow 


The record of three July Sundays in 
Mexico City. 

On the first Sunday, an election. It was 
not much, not as many shots as are cus- 
tomary in Chicago, nor as many votes as 
are cast in Atlantie City. There was but 
one candidate. Obregon was elected. 

On the third Sunday, a triumphal entry 
for Obregon into the capital. The stage 
had been well set. Hight thousand peons 
had been brought to the city to give color 
and background. There was much shouting, 
much feasting. 

On the fourth Sunday, one week to the 
hour after the entrance of Obregon into 
the city, his dead body followed by thous- 
ands borne to the railway station to be 
carried to far-away Sonora for burial. 

Mexico can ill spare a leader. There 
were two men capable of holding Mexico 
together, Calles and Obregon. I find no 
evidence of great popular grief in the 
passing of Obregon, but the loss is stag- 
gering. 

Mexico is a land of personal polities. 
There are no parties, nor political prin- 
ciples, There are men, and only men to 
mark political horizons. Calles can com- 
mand Mexico, and so could Obregon. 
Obregon is dead. Here is a tragedy of 
the first magnitude. Mexico faces stern 
and difficult days. For eight years Mexico 
has been on the upgrade. Obregon pacified 
the country. Calles organized it for ac- 
tion. Decided gains have been registered 
in education, administrative efficiency, 
economie stability, the control of land and 
oil. Mexico was in a position to move 
ahead. 

And then five shots from an assassin’s 
pistol. 

Who fired the gun? A fanatic, says the 
government, a fanatic fired by religious 
frenzy. But Obregon was the hope of the 
Church, The explanation seems far-fetched. 
The Agrarians lay the blame at the door 


HUBERT C. HERRING 
(Mexico City, July 28th) 


of the Labor party, headed by Luis Mor- 
ones, the minister of industry, commerce 
and labor, They are holding meetings in 
the streets, in theaters. They are shout- 
ing against Morones. Morones has re- 
signed with others who represent the La- 
bor party. What it means, no one knows. 

The Agrarians are the party of Obregon. 
Queer quirks does fate play in Mexican 
politics. Obregon, the friend of the farm- 
er, and himself the owner of one of the 
largest estates in Mexican history. There 
is much elbow room between practice and 
theory in Mexico. The Agrarians will dic- 
tate the terms of the political compact in 
the immediate future. Whether they will 
follow Calles, or insist upon some other 
leader remains to be seen. 


The Agrarians have no leader who can 
unite Mexico. They have Aaron Saenz, 
former minister of foreign affairs, but he 
is not the man to handle refractory gen- 
erals. They have Soto y Gama, orator and 
patriot, but he cannot command a nation. 
They have Aurelio Manrique, a blend of 
saint and philosopher, the man who re- 
duced his salary as governor of the state 
of San Luis Potosi because he could not 
face the poverty of his fellow workers, 
and who sought to make his state dry and 
to feed the hungry ady 
for neither apostles nor saints in the presi- 
dential chair. Mexico must have a general 
and a fighter for a time, 


In the meantime the Labor people are 
keeping a great quiet. Labor has had its 
own way in Mexico the past four years. 
It is not a good thing for any group to 
have its own way, whether that group be 
capital or labor, the Church or any other 
creature. Labor has undoubtedly waxed 
fat and its leaders have grown proud. 


President Calles is in a well-nigh im- 
possible place. He has held his place be- 
cause of the loyalty of the army and of 


labor. He must hold these allegiances and 
add the Agrarians. Time will tell. 

Mexico began her revolution 118 years 
ago. The ragged priest, Hidalgo, fired the 
first shot. The revolution has been on 


ever since and the end is not yet. In its 
first phase it was the struggle against 
Spain. Then it was a struggle against 
reaction within. In the 1840’s it was 
against the encroachments of foreign im- 
perialism, In the ’50’s it was against the 
interference of Europe, and for the prin- 
ciples of freedom as laid down by Benito 
Juarez. Under the Diaz regime it was 
against the tyranny of a dictator. The 
smoldering bitterness of centuries gave 
strength to the revolution of Madero. 


Plutarco Elias Calles is a strong man. 
He is of obstinate stuff. He is a good 
hater and a true lover of Mexico. His 
most bitter enemies grant him courage 
and honesty. Men who, two years ago, 
were accusing him of every crime on the 
calendar, are today admitting that he has 
earned the gratitude of Mexico. Calles 
aged ten years in one hour last week. He 
lost a friend but, more, he sees his work 
imperiled. 


Mexico is a whispering gallery today. 
You hear your rumors and you take your 
choice. This man has been shot, that man 
thrown into prison, Calles will be ap- 
pointed provisional president. Morones 
will revolt. The Agrarians will take up 
arms. For the most part there is quiet— 
an ominous quiet. It is a good hour for 
friends of Mexico to hold steady and to 
wish well. Mexico has been bled white 
for a century. It is high time that her 
people have peace. 


The United States is represented by a 
man who commands the affection and re- 
spect of the leaders of Mexico. Dwight 
W. Morrow is practicing peace where it 
is most direly needed. 


SYNODICAL MEETINGS FOR 1928 
NORTHWEST SYNOD: 
Sept. 4—First Church, Waukesha, Wis. 
GERMAN SYNOD OF THE EAST: 
Sept. 11—St. Paul’s Church, Milltown, 
N. J. 


OHIO SYNOD: ‘ 
Oct. 1—Calvary Church, Lima, Ohio. 


MIDWEST SYNOD: 
Oct. 2—Zion’s Church, Terre Haute, Ind. 


PITTSBURGH SYNOD: 
Oct. 8—St. Paul’s Church, Greenville, Pa. 


EASTERN SYNOD: 
Oct. 22—First Church, Easton, Pa. 


POTOMAC SYNOD: 
Oct. 23—Christ Church, Middletown, Md, 


AN INTERESTING LETTER FROM 
PASTOR STULC 


In answer to a letter sent from this 
office to Pastor Stulc, asking a number 
of questions relating to the shipment of 
the car as well as to report that Hun- 
gary had agreed to admit the Ford cars 
free from duty, in exchange for road con- 
struction that Mr. Ford was credited 


with, etc., the following reply was re- 
ceived: 
Dear Brother: 

Thank you very much for your kind 
letter. I think I am unworthy of all the 
loving care that Dr. Leinbach and all of 
you “Messenger” folks, together with all 
those kind hearts who contributed to the 
Auto Fund, are showing me. I pray that 
I may be able some time to return to 
the U. S. A. and repay you all in some 
way or other. I do not think that the 
report about Henry Ford making roads, 
etc., is true. Even if true, it would not 
be possible for us to get the Ford cars 
at any lower price, because the import 
duty remains the same. 

Yes, I know how to drive a car. I 
used to have a Ford of my own while in 
Northwestern Minnesota. Had it up 
there for about 5 years. Of course in 
this country I must apply for a driver’s 
license and will have to pay a yearly 
state tax of about $30. Benzine (they do 
not sell gasoline) costs more than it does 
in America. Tires cost about $20 to $25. 
I assure you that I shall be careful of 
the car, and I’ll be good to it as I used to 
be when I had my little machine (second- 


1915 when in 
It looked as beautiful as a 
new Victrola, was so quiet and obedient, 


hand Ford) 
Minnesota. 


in the year 


faithful and always useful. In good and 
bad weather, on pleasant and ugly roads, 
always serving me, that I might be of 
service to others. Thus it became a 
preacher of humility, readiness and ser- 
vice to me. While driving it I felt so 
easy, thought of my Church, of my ser- 
mons, my work and of the Eternal Love. 
I hope that I shall have the same bless- 
ings once again, when I have this new 
car. Oh, that it were here already. And 
so, dear Brother, tell my best regards to 
all those dear souls who are willing to 
help to bear a humble prophet’s burdens. 
May God be with you all. 
I am very sincerely yours, 


JAROSLAV T. STULC. 
Strakonice, Czechoslovakia, July 26, 1928. 


Dr. and Mrs. Rufus OC. Zartman, of 
Swarthmore, have announced the engage- 
ment of their daughter, Miss Josephine 
Dean Zartman, and Mr. Charles Stuart 
Nichols, son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. 
Nichols, of Long Beach, Calif. 
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Dr. W. D. Happel, of Lebanon, was the 
preacher in Zion Church, Womelsdorf, Pa., 
Rev. H. J. Miller, pastor, on Aug. 12, 


Miss L. M. Harris, of the ‘‘Messenger’’ 


staff, expects to spend her vacation at 
Colorado Springs and Yellowstone Nation- 
al Park. 

Lehigh Classis appointed Revs. Paul 


Reid Pontius, Wm. F. Kosman and L. G. 
Beers to install Rev. Howard 8. Fox as 
pastor of Emmanuel Church, Lansford, Pa. 


Rev. Dr. James D. Buhrer, pastor of 
First Church, Washington, D. C., has been 
granted the month of August for his vaca- 
tion. 17 new members were recently en- 
rolled in the Sunday School. 


The Consistory of Bethany Tabernacle, 


Phila., granted the pastor, Rev. Arthur 
Y. Holter, a 6 weeks’ vacation covering 
August and ending Sept. 8. Rev. Mr. 


Holter and his family will spend their 
vacation in Tremont, Pa, 

The Pioneer Boys of Salem Church, 
Catasauqua, Pa., Rev. Henry E, Gebhard, 
pastor, enjoyed a very pleasant week in 
camp near Collegeville. While in camp 
they made a hike to Ursinus College and 
were shown through the various buildings. 


The pulpit of Grace Church, York, Pa., 
Rev. Irvin A. Raubenhold, pastor. will be 
supplied on Aug. 12 and 19 by Rev. Dr. 
W. A. Crozier, of the Presbyterian Church, 
on Aug. 26 by Rev. Sidney S. Smith, and 
on Sept. 2, by Rev. Dr. J. Ellis Bell, of 
the Methodist Church. 

Rev. T. A. Alspach, D, D., is attending 
the summer term at the Divinity School 
of the University of Chicago. The sup- 
plies of the pulpit of St. Paul’s Church, 
Lancaster, are Dr. J. M. 8. Isenberg, Rev 
H. S. Shelley, Dr. William A. Korn, Rev. 


W. 8S. Stoudt Brendle, and Dr H. H. 
Ranck. 
Special services will be held in St. 


John’s Church, Lewisburg, Pa., Rev. Hen- 
ry H. Rupp, pastor, Nov. 4th, to celebrate 
the 25th anniversary of the dedication of 
the present Church building. The pastor 
was granted a month’s vacation. The 
pastor addressed the Lions’ Club on June 
25, and the following evening he spoke 
at a meeting of the Dairymen’s League, 
held at Mill Hall. 

Rey. Dr. Henry H. Ranck. pastor of 
Grace Chureh, Washington, D. C., and 
Mrs. Ranck spent a good deal of July at 
the home of Dr. and Mrs. Samuel W. Mel- 
lott, of Chevy Chase, Md. The pastor will 
take his vacation during August. Thomas 
W. Blumenauer has been recently elected 
as Financial Secretary, taking the place 
of Clarence E. Kefauver, who served most 
faithfully and efficiently, but because of 
considerations of health and extra work 
felt constrained to resign. 


First Church, Quakertown, Pa., is mourn- 
ing the death of Supt. Gussman of the 
Church Sehool, so long and faithfully iden- 
tified with the work of the congregation. 

Rev, A. Leiby, of Easton, preached in 
his former pulpit, Salem Church, Catasau- 
qua, Pa., Rev. H. E. Gebhard, pastor, on 
Aug. 12. The other supplies of the month 
at Salem Church are Revs. J. Kern McKee, 
D. D., R. M. Shultz and Irwin A, Rauben- 
hold. 


The Sunday evening services of Trinity 
Chureh, Canton, O., Rev. Dr. Henry N. 
Kerst, pastor, will be resumed on Sept. 16. 
While the pastor and his family are vaca- 
tioning in Alanson, Mich., the pulpit will 
be supplied by Rev. John C. Gekeler, Aug. 
5, 12, 19; Rev. EB. P. Herbruck, Aug. 26; 
and Rev. Robert H. Balmer, Sept. 2. Dr. 
Herbruck, pastor emeritus, and his family 
expect to spend some time at Lakeside 
Chautauqua, Lakeside, O. 


The 2nd annual banquet of the elders 
and deacons of Lebanon Classis will be 
held Sept. 27 in Zion Church, Womelsdorf, 
Pa, Dr, F. T. Landis is chairman, Jno. 


Saylor Secy., and Irwin Bowman Treas. 
The Committee consists of H. G. New- 
gard, Palmyra; C. P. Saylor and John 
Saylor, Annville; Irwin Bowman, Lebanon; 
Robert R. Gerhart, Robesonia; Ray H. 
Strauss, LeRoy Christman and Dr. F. T. 
Landis, Womelsdorf. 


The members of St. John’s Church, 
Woodsboro, Md., Rev. Walter R. Hartzell, 
pastor, are making extensive repairs on 
their Church building, ineluding the plac- 
ing of new Art Glass windows, and when 
finished, the Church will be very much 
beautified. The pastor attended the Sum- 
mer School of Theology at Lancaster and 
took one week’s vacation following the 
session. The D. V. B. S. had 100 pupils 
enrolled. 


IMPORTANT CONFERENCE ON 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 


The Committee on Christian Edu- 
cation will hold an important con- 
ference on the work entrusted to 
their care, on Monday, September 
17th, at Calvary Church, Reading, 
Pa. A morning session will be held 
from 10 A. M. to 12 noon and an 
afternoon session from 2 P. M. to 
5 P. M. (Hastern Standard Time). 

The program of the conference 
will be of the nature of the one 
held last year at Salem Church, 
Allentown, and two years ago at 
First Church, Reading. There will 
be reports of progress in special 
enterprises carried on during the 
past year and plans looking toward 
the future. Ample opportunity will 
be given for discussion in special 
groups to be provided for the pur- 
pose. An evening session will be 
held if the conference should find it 
advisable to do so. 

The Committee on Christian Edu- 
cation, consisting of the 5 persons 
appointed by Eastern Synod last 
fall and the 13 Directors of Re- 
ligious Education recently elected 
by the Classes (therefore becoming 
members of the Committee) will 
hold a meeting at 7 P. M. for the 
purpose of reorganization and lay- 
ing definite plans for the coming 
year. The usual conference on Re- 
ligious Education held on the after- 
noon of the opening day of Eastern 
Synod will be omitted. 

Owing to the importance this 
work is assuming in the Synod, it 
is hoped pastors, superintendents 
and other specially interested per- 
sons will set aside this day for at- 
tendance and participation in the 
conference. 

N. C. HARNER, 


Chairman of the Committee. 


Zion Reformed Church, Millersville, 
Penna., is desirous of assisting all Re- 
formed Church students who may enroll 
in the Millersville State Teachers’ Col- 
lege, this year, Students are requested to 
send name to Mrs. Alice Keefer, 207 N. 
George St., Millersville, Pa. Any pastor 
knowing of young people from his con- 
gregation contemplating enrolling at the 
college will confer a favor upon student 
and Zion Church by informing Mrs. Kee- 
fer. 


We challenge you to read this number 
cf the ‘*Messenger’’ from cover to cover 
and to report how many things are worth 
while. Can any reader, for example, afford 
to miss Dr. Best’s editorial contribution? 
And of course that is only one of the con- 
tributions in which we feel a genuine 
satisfaction, 


Harvest Home Services will be observed 
throughout the West Manheim Charge, 
Rev. Edwin M. Sando. pastor, as follows: 
Bethel, Sept. 2; St. Bartholomew’s, Sept. 
9; St. Paul’s, Sept. 16; and St. David’s, 
Sept. 23. During May and June 67 chil- 
dren and young people were enrolled in 
the catechetical classes. On June 21 grad- 
uation exercises of the teacher training 
elass of St. David’s 8. S. was held. The 
class consisted of 14 young people, 13 of 
whom received the diploma of the State 
Sabbath School Association. 


The Consistory of Grace Church, Phila., 
has granted its pastor, Rev. U. C. Gutelius, 
a month’s vacation. On Aug. 5 the pulpit 
will be supplied by Rev. W. EH. Garrett, 
and on Aug. 12, by Rev. W. 8. Harman. 
The Year Book for 1928 has been distri- 
buted to every member during the past 
month, This very worth while book con- 
tains the names of the members of the 
Consistory, committees, Sunday School, 
and other organizations of the Church. 
The membership roll is given alphabetical- 
ly and is also given according to the dis- 
tricts in which the members live. 


In Germano, Ohio, a farewell reception 
was tendered to Rev. and Mrs. A. S. 
Kresge, on Aug. 2nd, at the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. Miller Zollars, when a large 
number of his parishioners met. The eve- 
ning was spent socially. An informal pro- 
gram consisting of, vocal and instrumental 
music was rendered. Refreshments were 
served of which the principal feature was 
a large angel-food cake with the name 
‘‘Kresge’’ on it. A few remarks were 
made by Rev. Mr. Kresge in which he 
expressed his appreciation to their many 
friends and wished them God-speed. 


Home-Coming services were held in St. 
John’s Union Church, Sadler, Pa., Rev. 
C. M. Mitzell, pastor, on Sunday after- 
noon and evening of July 29, and in Beth- 
lehem Union Church, Stiltz, on Sunday 
afternoon and evening, Aug. 5. There 
were large audiences present during all of 
these services. Ideal weather prevailed 
for the annual picnies of St. John’s Church 
on July 28, and Bethlehem Church on Aug. 
4, Sacred concerts were given by the 4 
choirs of the Charge in Bethlehem Church, 
on Sunday evening, Aug. 5, and in St. 
John’s Church, Sunday evening, Aug, 12. 
The 4th anniversary of the present pas- 
torate was observed in the 4 Churches 
on Aug. 5 and 12. 

‘Funk and Wagnalls, New York, have an- 
nounced the publication (in September) of 
a volume entitled ‘‘The Gospel Message 
in Great Poems,’’ by the Rev. Walter R. 
Gobrecht, pastor of St. John’s Reformed 
Church, Chambersburg, Pa. The publish- 
ers state that the sermons are unusually 
rich in beauty and inspirational appeal, 
18 pre-eminent poems supplying the back- 
ground for the main body of each dis- 
course, The introduction is by President 
Omwake, of Ursinus College, and the price 
of the volume will be $2 net. Our pastors 
and people alike should be interested in 
such a book, and it is hoped that many 
will be ordered in advance. 


A largely attended Communion service 
was held July 29 in St. John’s Church, 
Bedford, Pa., Rev. J. Albert Eyler, pas- 
tor, who was assisted by Rev. Dr. C. W. 
Levan. On Aug. 5 the pastor was’ assisted 
hy Rev. Mr. Miura, one of our pastors in 
Japan, who came East with Mr. H. C. 
Heekerman after attending the World’s 
S. S. Convention at Los Angeles. St. 
John’s was represented at the World’s 
Convention by 6 of her members: Mr. H. 
C. Heeckerman and daughter Helen; Mr. 
S. C. Ritchey, Mr. I. M. Ebersole, Miss 
Florence Cuppette and Mrs. B. F. Smith. 
At the 8. S. hour on Aug. 5, Mr. Hecker- 
man and Rev. Mr. Miura gave an inspir- 
ing report of the Convention. ; 


The corner-stone of the new St. John’s 
Church, St. Clair, Pa. Rev. Harry A. 
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YES, 
THE OFFER 
IS STILL OPEN! 


A CONTRIBUTION OF 
$100 OR MORE 
MADE NOW 
TO THE MESSENGER 
ENDOWMENT FUND, 
WILL BRING 
TO THE DONOR 
A LIFE SUBSCRIPTION 
TO THE MESSENGER. 


IT REWARDS 
THE GIVER AND IT 
HELPS US! 
WHAT SAY YOU? 


A.* M.S. 


Behrens, peor was laid on Sunday, Aug. 
12th, at 2 P. M. An unusual feature was 
the address of the Rey. Morgan A. Peters, 
of Myerstown, Pa., who laid the corner- 
stone of the Sunday School Annex in 1902 
while pastor. With the completion of the 
first unit this congregation will be able 
to render better service in this community. 
The first Church was erected im 1855, then 
the Sunday School in 1902; both these 
buildings were razed to make room for 
the new buildings, designed by Architects 
Richter & Hiler, of Reading, Pa. During 
the past 20 years this congregation has 
almost tripled in membership and looks 
hopefully toward a fruitful future. The 
Consistory includes Elders Henry D. Jones, 
Chas. L. Weller, Granville G. Grasley and 
Alfred Thomas; Deacons Mrs, Ben Wright, 
Esther A. Botzer, Mrs. W. J. Basche, Edw. 
T. Thomas, C. J. Miller and Edward Diehl; 
and Trustees Geo. L. Honicker, Chas. Beck 
and H, R. Moyer. 


A little bird has whispered to us that 
our good friend, Elder Galen J. P. Raub, 
of Quarryville, Pa., has 
served as Choir Direc- 
tor for a half century. 
It is hard to believe 
that he is as old as that, 
for his ready smile, to 
say nothing of his red 
cravat or carnation, 
make him seem peren- 
nially young. But Mr. 
Raub has been not only 
a ‘‘sweet singer in Is- 
rael’?’?; for 40 years he 
served as 8. S. Supt., for ’38 years as Elder 
and for at least 50 years has been not 
only a subscriber but a_ reader 
‘“Messenger.’’ That’s a pretty good rec- 
ord, we think, and we wish for him all 
good things in the years ahead. Mrs. 
Raub is a daughter of the late Elder and 
Mrs. Geo. W. Hensel, so well known for 
their good works, and in their home the 
interests of the Reformed Church have 
always been cherished. Many of our read- 
ers would think a meeting of Classis or 
Synod very queer without the cheery 
presence of Elder Raub, and will join us 
in saying: ‘‘Greetings! ’’ 

The ‘‘Messenger’’ extends felicitations 
to an old and cherished friend, Mr. Joseph 
H. Appel, F. and M., ’92, who has been 
appointed executive head of the Wana- 
maker store in New York City, in which 
post he succeeds the late Rodman Wana- 
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maker. Mr. Appel, who received the de- 
gree of LL. D. from his Alma Mater in 
1927 and who is well-known as a scholar. 
author and world traveller, as well as an 
eminently successful business man of the 


highest ideals, is also chairman of the 
Executive Committee of the great Wana- 
maker Store, the other members being 


John W. Appel, Jr., merchandise manager, 
and Grover Whalen. It is gratifying to 
know that Franklin and Marshall men 
have risen to such eminence in the com- 
mercial world. Dr. Appel, son of the late 
Rev. Thomas G. Apple and brother of Dr, 
H. H. Apple, President of F. and M., 
ter a brief service in the law and journal- 
ism, became advertising manager of the 
Wanamaker store in Phila., and later in 
New York, and has steadily risen to the 
top of his profession. Jno. W. Appel, Jr., 
is the son of the late John W. Appel, Esq., 
of Lancaster, whose death during the past 
year removed from the active forces in 
our denomination one of our most useful 
and consecrated laymen. 


When a Californian extols enthusiasti- 
cally the attractions of any place outside 
of that state, it is certainly worthy of 
mention. The ‘‘Messenger’’ has just heard 
from Mrs. Edward F. Evemeyer, of Los 
Angeles, who has been enjoying a 10,000 
mile journey through Alaska, and who ad- 
mits that that land of the midnight sun 
and northern lights far exceeds even her 
fondest expectations. She writes eloquent- 
ly of the exquisite lakes of silver, blue 
and jade, the majestic mountains, the fox- 
farms, Indians, gold-mines and glaciers, 
and says every hour is ‘‘tingling with in- 
terest.’?’ Writing from Skagway, under 
date of July 29, Mrs. Evemeyer says that 
experienced travellers are unanimous in 
singing the praises of Jasper National 
Park, rivalling the far-famed Lake Louise. 
She is particularly enthusiastic over the 
dog ride through the streets of Skagway. 
when she and two companions were drawn 
by 7 Yukon ‘‘huskies,’’ which proved even 
a greater thrill, she claims, than a ride 
on a camel or an elephant. Mrs, Evemeyer 


expects to spend some time with her 
mother in Tiffin, O., before returning to 
her home. We were amazed at her ad- 


mission that even a Californian was stag- 
gered at seeing the wondrous flowers of 
Alaska. We fear that will require a great 
deal of explaining when she returns to 
Los Angeles. At any rate, she advises 
that when General Synod meets in Los 
Angeles (date unknown) easterners would 
do well to go by way of Alaska. 


Children’s Day was observed June 9 
in Faith Church, Lancaster, Pa., Rev. D. 
G. Glass, pastor, when the congregation 
and school held a joint service. The 
Chapel was crowded and the decorations 
very attractive. 380 children were pro- 
moted from the Cradle Roll to the Begin- 
ners’ dept.; 30 from the Beginners’ to the 
Primary dept.; and 36 from the Primary 
to the Junior dept. The children on the 
Cradle Roll, numbering 150, received a 
flower pin; 99 pupils were recognized for 
perfect attendance, ranging from 1 to 29 
This latter record is held by Sam- 
uel N. Kaihler. Other high records are 
A. Richard Duncan, 26 years; Albert R. 
Todd and Howard E. Forrest, 22 years; 


Jacob K. Spoo and Charles Z. Spoo, father 


and son, 21 years. The service of the 
Board was used. The 8th annual session 
of the Church Vacation School was held 
July 2-20. Fred D. Pentz was the direc- 
tor, assisted by a faculty of 5. The total 
enrollment was 100, with an average at- 
tendance of 90. A closing service was held 
July 20, in which all the departments took 
part and certificates given for attendance, 
conduct and work accomplished. Several 
qualified for work in the School next year. 
On account of the death of the beloved 
wife of the pastor, Rev. Mr. Glass was 
given a leave of absence during July and 
August. The services are in charge of a 
committee, with Elder B. R. Landis as 


The Pottstown Hospital Training 


School for Nurses 


OFFERS TO HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 
OVER 18 A THREE YEARS COURSE OF 
TRAINING. STUDENTS ADMITTED MAY 
AND SEPTEMBER. MAINTENANCE AND 
MONTHLY ALLOWANCE GIVEN. 
ADDRESS SUPERINTENDENT OF THE 

POTTSTOWN HOSPITAL 
POTTSTOWN, PA. 


chairman. Licentiate John Herpster has 
been filling the pulpit very acceptably. 
The Conrad Weiser Memorial Park, near 


Reading, Pa., will be dedicated on Sept. 1, 
with an all-day event from 9.30 A. M. 
to 5.80 P. M, Exercises will be held in 
front of the Weiser Homestead at 9.30 
A. M. The invocation will be made by 
Rev. H. Branson Richards, Athens, N. Y.; 


greetings will be brought by Captain Fred 
A. Muhlenberg, and responses will be 


made by Rev. W. W. Weiser and District 
Attorney Oliver J. Wolff. The benediction 
will be by Rev. Raymond L. Montray. 


Flag raising and Restored Home Presenta- 
tion exercises will be held at 11 A. M., 
at the Benjamin Franklin Flag Pole, when 
addresses will be made by Judge Forrest 
R. Shanaman and County Controller Sam- 
uel H. Rothermel. An address by Gabriel 
H. Moyer, Past National President of the 
P. O. S. of A., will be made at the exer- 
cises at Washington Cirele, at 1 P. M. 
Charles E, Pass will make the address 
at the exercises at 1.45 P. M. at Shekil- 
lammy Boulder. The dedication program 
at 2.30 on the Shaded Lawn will be in 
charge of the president of the Park Asso- 
ciation, Dr. C. R. Scholl. Invocation will 
be made by Rev. Dr. George L. Keiffer, 
addresses will be made by State Senator 
Horace W. Shantz and Judge Roy W. 
Hicks, with impromptu remarks by Govy- 
ernor John S. Fisher, Hon. H, V. Lewin- 
ski, Hon. Robert G. Bushong, M. C.; Sen- 
ator James E. Norton, and H. H. Shenk. 
The aet of dedication will be made by 


Dr. P. C. Croll, and the benediction 
will be pronounced by the Rev. 
Dr. J. C. Fasold. Music by Ringgold 


Band of Reading, Bugler Stauffer, School 
children of Berks County, and Choral So- 
ciety. 

Calvary Church, Phila., Rev. F. H. Fish- 
er, D. D., pastor, had a unique service on 
Aug. 5, when Mr. Henry Banks, a son of 
Calvary and now a student at the Prince- 


ton Seminary, preached the sermon. Mr. 
Banks was confirmed and received into 
membership of Calvary in 1917. Always 


a quiet, serious young fellow, he took the 
challenge of his pastor very seriously and 
for a long while debated with himself as 
to his qualifications, until one day he went 
to his pastor and told him of his desire 
to enter the ministry. He graduated from 
Lafayette College with honors, and is now 
in his third year at Princeton. From the 
quality of his sermon delivered in Cal- 
vary, the congregation unanimously de- 
elared that his choice was well made in 
his life-work. Preceding the sermon, the 
pastor baptized 4 infants of members of 
the Chureh that he had formerly bap- 
tized, confirmed and married. Among the 
infants was the child of Rev. and Mrs, 
Edwin N. Faye, pastor of Grace Church, 


Altoona, Pa. Dr. Fisher had baptized 
Rev. Mr. Faye, confirmed both Mr. and 
Mrs. Faye, married them, and now bap- 


tized their infant child, Edwin Neff Faye. 
The sentiment conneeted with this service 
made it a happy occasion and one long to 
be remembered by the congregation. Dur- 
ing his pastorate of 26 years in Calvary 
Chureh, Dr, Fisher was instrumental in 
directing 6 young men of his congregation 
into the ministry, Revs. Edwin N. Faye, 
Harry N. Spink, Leon §. Drumheller, Mr. 


JENNINGS SEMINARY 
A Boarding School for Girls with Accredited 
High School Course. Distinct Emphasis on 
Christian Training. Resident Nurse. Physical 
Director. Good Gymnasium. Beautiful Campus, 
Write for Catalogue to Jennings Seminary, 
Box 8S. Aurora, Il, 
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Charles String, Mr. Henry Banks and Mr. 
Joseph Smeltzer. 

A D. V. B. 8S. was conducted for 2 weeks 
in St. Jacob’s Church, York, Pa., of Lis- 
chey’s Charge, Rev. J. N. Faust, pastor. 
65 children between the ages of 3 and 14 
years, were enrolled. Rev. Mr. Faust was 
the supervising principal and taught the 
advanced class; he was assisted by Miss 
Sarah Faust, Miss Esther Hoffman, Mrs. 
John Strickhouser and Mrs. Romain Davis. 
The closing program, consisting of essays 
written by the children, and recitations 
of memory work in Seripture texts in 
songs and plays, was given on Sunday 
evening, July 29. 3 children’s rallies 
were held in different parts of the 9th 
district of the York Co, Sabbath School 
Association, of which Rev. Mr. Faust is 
president, on July 22, 29 and Aug. 5. 
More than 600 boys and girls took part 
in the programs. Of the 13 schools in the 
district 10 had active part in the services. 
Miss Mary Fair, Supt. of the children’s 
dept. of the district, presided at the piano. 
The Lischey’s Community chorus of 65 
voices has been filling a number of ap- 
pointments during July. The members of 
the chorus range in age from 9 to 50 years. 
A new Moller pipe organ was purchased 
for St. Peter’s Church, of the same charge, 
and will be installed in the near future. 

Grace Church, Allentown, Pa. Rev. 
Ralph 8. Weiler, pastor, has issued a very 
helpful 1928 Directory, which contains 
photos of pastor, Church exterior and in- 
terior, Male Chorus, Director of Music, 
Soloist, D. V. B. S. and catechetical class; 
pastor’s greeting, the Consistory, brief 
history of the Church, Church calendar, 
S. S. organizations, choir, pastoral acts, 
and the membership list. 


Philadelphia’s newest Reformed Mission 
Church, 7306 Ogontz Ave., concluded a 
very successful D. V. B. 8. program with 
a demonstration Sunday afternoon, Aug. 
5. The school opened July 9 with 11 
scholars jpresent, the total enrollment 
grew to 23 with a daily average attend- 
ance of 14. There were 9 Juniors en- 
rolled, 7 of whom had perfect attendance 


records. Of the 14 primary scholars 
only 2 had perfect attendance  rec- 
ords, showing that the older boys and 


girls took their work more seriously and 
with a greater earnestness. Student pas- 
tor Willard Kratz acted as superintendent, 
taught the Junior group, and was assisted 
by Mrs, Shirley and Miss Charlotte Muller, 
who had charge of the Primary group. 
After hearing of the Pleasant Valley Mis- 
sion, the boys and girls decided to make 
voluntary contributions each day to help 
in some way. At the end of the period, 
$7.08 had been collected, and through the 
courtesy of Mr. W. S. Moyer, Chalfont, 
they were able to purchase 385 pairs of 
winter stockings, which were sent with 
used clothing. The program, divided into 
4 periods of 30 minutes each, included con- 
versation, story telling, worship, Bible sto- 
ries dramatized, poster and note book 
work, and supervised play. After the first 
week the worship period was led by one 
of the scholars. Friday of every week 
was play day. The Juniors came at the 
regular time and assisted the pastor in 
cleaning the rooms, mowing the lawn, etc., 
and when the Primary children came there 
would be a worship period, after which 
there was time for supervised play. On 
the last Wednesday the pastor took 18 of 
the children and 5 mothers to his home 
near Chalfont. The greatest joy to those 
in charge was the intense devotion to the 
school. One girl refused to go _ to 
the shore for 2 weeks, another refused a 
2 weeks’ vacation in the country in order 
to come to the school. On the last day 
one of the Junior boys said to the pas- 
tor: ‘‘Mr. Kratz, can’t we come to vaca- 
tion school next week?’’? Sentiment like 
this made those in charge feel that their 
work was well repaid. 


Woman’s Missionary Society News 


Miss Greta P. Hinkle, Editor, 416 Schaff 
Building, Phila., Pa. 


Even though the summer months are 
usually considered as the vacation period, 
the girls of the Guild of Trinity Church, 
Collegeville; have not been idle. Their ac- 
tivities have been continuing. During the 
summer missionary conference at Ursinus 
College, these girls acted as hostess to all 
the girls of the conference, one evening 
between the sunset service and the plat- 
form meeting. Recently they entertained 
their mothers most delightfully. Later 
they had as their guests, the boys and 
girls of the Mission Band. From OCollege- 
ville, as a whole, went ten Friendship Bags 
to the children of Mexico and two of these 
came from Trinity G. M. G. 


At the Lancaster Missionary Confer- 
ence the Guild girls were the guests of 
the women of the conference from 3.30 
to 5.00 o’clock on Wednesday afternoon. 
Miss Ruth Whiskeyman of Annville, form- 
er G. M. G. Secretary of the W. M. S. of 
Lebanon Classis, headed the committee 
which planned an interesting program. 
Miss Carrie M. Kerschner, Miss Greta P. 
Hinkle, Miss Ruth Heinmiller, Mrs. 
Munsch, Allentown; Mrs. J. Frank Bucher; 
Mrs. Michael, Millersburg; Miss Esther 
Ulrich, Reading; and Mrs. J. K. Wetzel, 
Tremont, in the receiving line, greeted the 
girls. Miss Kerschner presided and the 
following numbers were enjoyed: ‘‘ Follow 
the Gleam,’’ sung by the group; prayer, 
Miss Kerschner; piano solo, Kathryn Alt- 
house; talk, Miss Heinmiller; vocal duet, 
Marguerite and Myrtle Cole; reading, 
Grace Moreland; Negro spirituals, Miss 
Hinkle; talk, Mrs. Bucher; ‘‘Blest Be the 
Tie that Binds,’’ sung by the group. Af- 
ter the program there was a period of 
fellowship, during which refreshments 
were served. 


THE ENROLLMENT AT CATAWBA 


The indications of the enrollment fig- 
ures at Catawba College are for a con- 
siderably larger college this year than 
last year. The enrollments counted up as 
of Aug. Ist number 265, which is just 


about the total enrollment at the College. 


last year. With six weeks to go until the 
beginning of college work, it is believed 
that the enrollment of the College will 
certainly go well beyond 300. During the 
past three years of life of the new Ca- 
tawba College at Salisbury the enroll- 
ment was 127, 244, and 268. 

During the 12 month period, including 
the Summer School and Extension School, 
the total enrollment for the College this 
year is expected to be in excess of 700. 
The institution will be filled to capacity, 
and further growth will not be possible 
unless the Trustees decide to enlarge the 
equipment of the institution by building 
additional dormitory space. 

President Hoke is preparing plans to be 
submitted to the Board of Trustees for 
the completion of the College plant for 
a college of 500 students. These plans 
involve the erection of additional build- 
ings, some of which, he feels, should be 
begun next Spring. 


INVITATION TO THE EIGHTEENTH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE HOFF- 
MAN ORPHANAGE, THURSDAY, 

AUGUST 30th, 1928 


Dear Friends of the Orphans: 

We invite you and your friends to at- 
tend the Highteenth Anniversary of the 
George W. and Agnes Hoffman Orphanage, 
located near Littlestown, Pa., on Thurs- 
day, August 30th, 1928. 

Dinner will be served in the dining 
room of Emmanual and Zion cottages at a 


THE AUGUST BOOK 


Selected by theEditorial Committee 
of the Religious Book Club, is 


SCIENCE IN SEARCH 
OF GOD 


by Kirtley F. Mather 


156 pages, AND MAY BE SECURED 
FOR $2.00, Postpaid, FROM 


Publication & S. S. Board of the 
Reformed Church 
1505 Race St. Philadelphia, Pa. 


nominal price. Lunch, sandwiches, candy, 
cake and ice cream will be served on the 
lawn. The Ladies’ Auxiliary will conduct 
a bazaar in the Maryland School Building. 
Our friends are urged to contribute salable 
and useful articles for the bazaar. Please 


IDEALS FOR EARNEST YOUTH 
By Rev. A. T. Rowe 


Has a purposeful message for our mod- 
ern youth with their great opportunities 
and problems. 

It is practical rather than theoretical. 
Actual incidents and experiences of real, 
outstanding, successful men are given as 
food for thought. 

Avenues of opportunities for success 
are pointed out, as well as the ever-com- 
mon boulevards to failure. 

Partial list of chapter headings: 

The Unplanned Life a Tragedy. 

Developing Leadership. 

Self-Respect. 

Self-Mastery. 

Succeeding and Success. 

The Joy of Living. 

Happiness, Its Value and Source. 

Keep Smiling. 

Your Ideals. 

Your Affections. 

Take Your Manners with You. 

Courage. 

Decision. 

First-class People. 

Be Somebody. 

Backbone vs. Wishbone. 

Be Ready for Your Opportunity. 

“Almost” People. 

A Talk on Cigarettes. 

Rev. A. T. Rowe, author of this neces- 
sary “Success book,” is peculiarly fitted 
to give practical, workable advice to 
youth, rising as he did from poverty, 
working and battling against odds for an 
education. 

Finally he gained, through his own 
efforts, a high official position in one of 
Pittsburgh’s greatest banks, only to re- 
sign in a few short years in the face of 
protest from his fellow officers to give 
his full time and energy to the gospel 
ministry and work among young people, 
always emphasizing the fact that there 
is no real or lasting success without 
Christ in the life. 


As an ambitious youth he encountered 
the many usual problems and conquered 
them. In this book he tells you how in 
a most absorbing manner. 

Valuable for young people’s meetings, 
emphasizes youth’s need of Christ’s guid- 
ance, but clearly avoids any doctrinal 
discussion. 

Get a copy of this new book and help 
that boy or girl to make the utmost of life. 

Sixty-one pithy chapters with a punch 
in each one. Beautifully cloth bound. 


Price, $1.00 postpaid. 


Publication and Sunday School Board of the 
Reformed Church in the United States 


Fifteenth and Race Streets. - Philadelphia 
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mark the value thereon and send them to 
the Orphanage. 

The Anniversary Services and Chil- 
dren’s Program will begin at 1.30 P. M., 
with an address. The new Superintendent 
will be installed after the address. 

The annual anniversary day means a 
special day of joy and happiness to all 


Junior Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D.D. 
GOD OUR HIDING PLACE 


Text, Psalm 119:114, ‘‘Thou art my hid- 
ing-place.’’ 

God is often called a hiding-place and 
a refuge. As we seek places of rest and 
safety during these summer days, where 
we can hide away for a little vacation, so 
amid the bustle and noise and danger of 
life we need a place of refuge where we 
can feel safe and secure, 

The dangers to which we are exposed 
in every day life are constantly increasing. 
With the rapid increase of traffic upon our 
streets and highways, it becomes more and 
more difficult and dangerous to cross the 
streets and to go about our business. 

The Psalmist, who wrote our text, had 
troubles and dangers of his own. but amid 
them all he thought of God as his refuge 
and hiding-place. In the forty-sixth 
psalm he says: 


‘*God is our refuge and strength, 

A very present help in trouble. 

Therefore will we not fear, though the 
earth do change, 

And though the mountains be shaken in- 
to the heart of the seas; 

Though the waters thereof roar and be 
troubled, 

Though the mountains tremble with the 
swelling thereof.’’ 

The sixty-second psalm seems to be de- 
voted to speaking of God as a refuge. It 
begins as follows: 

““My soul waiteth in silence for God 
only: 

From him cometh my salvation. 

He only is my rock and my salvation: 

He is my hightower; I shall not be 
greatly moved.’’ 

And in the eighteenth chapter of the 
Proverbs the wise man says: 

‘The name of Jehovah is a strong tow- 
er; 

The righteous runneth into it, and is 
safe.’? 

One of the greatest and most popular 
hymns that was ever written is based on 
this thought of God as our hiding-place. 
It was written by Charles Wesley, the 
great hymn-writer of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, in 1740, almost two hundred 
years ago, and is found in almost every 
hymn book in the English language, and 
is sung wherever the name of Christ is 
known. 

It is said that when Charles Wesley 
was about thirty-two years old, and was 
at the height of his mental powers, he 
was preaching in Ireland. He was at- 
tacked by a number of men who did not 
approve of his doctrines. He sought re- 
fuge in a farmer’s house whose family 
was friendly toward him. The farmer’s 
wife told him to hide in the milk house 
in the garden. Soon the mob came, de- 
manding that she give up the fugitive. 
She tried to quiet them by offering to get 
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the children and it also means the meet- 
ing of old friends, making new friends 
and seeing the growth of the Orphanage, 
Transportation can be seeured from Lit- 
tlestown and Gettysburg. 

Sehool Superin- 


Pastors and Sunday 


tendents are requested to read this invita- 
to their congregations and 


tion Sunday 


them refreshments. Going down to the 
milk house, she told Mr. Wesley to get 
through a rear window and hide under 
the hedge, by which ran a little brook. In 
this way he escaped from his enemies. 
And, it is said, it was at this time that 
he composed that immortal hymn which 
begins as follows: 


““Jesus, Lover of my soul. 
Let me to Thy bosom fly, 
While the nearer waters roll, 
While the tempest still is high: 
Hide me, O my Saviour, hide, 
Till the storm of life is past; 
Safe into the haven guide, 
O receive my soul at last.’’ 


This was not the only trouble through 
which Charles Wesley passed, and several 
other incidents are sometimes spoken of 
as having inspired this wonderful hymn. 
It is also related that as he stood by an 
open window on a summer day, a little 
bird, sorely pressed by a hawk, sought re- 
fuge in his bosom, and that this suggested 
the line, ‘‘Let me to Thy bosom fly.’’? It 
may be that all of these incidents may 
have helped to suggest the thoughts which 
are expressed in the hymn which has been 
a constant comfort to those in trouble and 
distress. A hymn like this cannot but 
grow out of the rich and deep experiences 
of life. 

This hymn was a special favorite of 
Dr. Lyman Beecher. His famous son, 
Henry Ward Beecher, said of it: ‘‘I would 
rather have written that hymn than to 
have the fame of all the kings that ever 
sat on the earth. It is more glorious; it 
has more power in it. It will go singing 
until the last trump brings forth the 
angel band; and then, I think, it will 
mount up on some lips to the very pres- 
ence of God,’’ 


The story of the tune to which ‘‘Jesus, 
Lover of my soul,’’ has been sung for al- 
most a hundred years is also an interest- 
ing one. The composer, Samuel B. Marsh, 
was born in the State of New York in 
1798. He had a great passion for music. 
Early in life, in the winter months, he 
taught singing schools in the villages and 
hamlets near his home. In his leisure 
hours he built several Church organs of 
limited size. When thirty-four years old, 
he removed to Amsterdam, New York, 
where he became the leader of the choir 
of the Presbyterian Church, and in the 
autumn and winter continued to teach 
musie in adjacent villages. 

One morning, in the autumn of 1834, he 
started out to go to a nearby town to con- 
duct a singing school. As he rode along 
a tune began to form in his mind. After 
he had gone a few miles from home, he got 
down from his horse, allowing him to 
graze nearby, and sat down beneath a 
large elm tree and wrote upon a scrap of 
paper the tune which is known as ‘‘ Mar- 
tyn,’’ to the words: 


‘“Mary, to her Saviour’s tomb, 
Hasted at the early dawn; 
Spice she brought and sweet perfume 
But the Lord she loved was gone!’’ 


Schools. Thanking all for the interest and 
support given the Home and anxiously 
awaiting your visiting the orphans en- 
trusted to us, we are 
Your co-workers, 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS, 
John L. Gerber, President. 
Paul C. E, Hauser, Secretary. 
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Arriving at the village, he wrote the 
new tune on the blackboard for the chil- 
dren’s class that afternoon. We are 
happy to know that children’s voices were 
the first to sing the melody which was to 
become as famous as the hymn to which it 
was afterward wedded, Encouraged by 
the welcome which his tune received, Mr. 
Marsh taught it to his choir. 


The next Sunday was a memorable day 
for him. Seated at the organ which his 
own hands had built, and which he now 
played, Mr. Marsh led the choir which he 
had trained, in singing for the first time,’ 
as a part of divine worship, the tune 
which he himself had composed. The ap- 
preciation of the congregation was en- 
thusiastic, but little did they dream that 
the tune to which they had listened would 
be upon millions of lips all around the 
world. At the suggestion of Dr. Thomas 
Hastings, the composer of ‘‘Toplady,’’ the 
tune to ‘‘Rock of Ages,’’ ‘‘Martyn’’ was 
used in connection with ‘‘ Jesus, Lover of 
my Soul,’’? to which it has been sung 
ever since. A new tune, called ‘‘Abery- 
stwyth,’’ was composed in 1877 by Joseph 
Parry, and is given in our new Church 
Hymnal as a second tune to Wesley’s 
hymn. 

An unusual coincidence is connected 
with the two famous hymns, ‘‘ Jesus, Lov- 
er of my soul,’’ and ‘‘Rock of Ages,’’ and 
the tunes to which they are sung. Augus- 
tus Montague Toplady, who wrote ‘‘ Rock 
of Ages’’ in London two years before he 
died, at the age of thirty-eight, received 
his education in Ireland, but went to Lon- 
don to preach, while Charles Wesley re- 
ceived his education in England and went 
to Ireland to preach, although he was in 
England during the greater part of his 
ministry. Wesley and Toplady were on 
opposite sides on the question of religion, 
Wesley was thirty-three years old when 
he wrote ‘‘Jesus, Lover of My Soul’’ and 
Toplady was thirty-six when he wrote 
“*Rock of Ages.’’? As already stated, the 
tunes to both hymns were written in 
America, in the State of New York, by 
two composers who lived only a few miles 
apart, ‘‘Martyn’’ being written by Samuel 
B. Marsh in 1834, and ‘‘Toplady’’ by Dr. 
Thomas Hastings in 1830. 


Toplady’s immortal hymn also refers to 
the divine refuge and hiding-place of 
which our text speaks and we may well 
close with its first stanza: 


‘*Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in Thee; 
Let the water and the blood, 
From Thy riven side which flowed, 
Be of sin the double cure, 
Cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r.’’ 


Bible Thought This Week 


ASK WHAT YE WILL:— 

If ye abide in Me, and My 

words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye 

will, and it shall be done unto you.—John 
15:7. 
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HOME EDUCATION 


‘«The Child’s First School is the Family’’ 
—Froebel. 
MANNERS IN THE MAKING 
Edith Lochridge Reid 

‘‘Why do I have to say ‘Please’ when 
when I ask for anything, Mother?’’ Stan- 
ley looked earnestly for the reply, and as 
he was blessed with an understanding 
mother who respected her little son’s intel- 
ligence, the answer to his question was not 
only interesting but constructive. 

His mother explained ‘‘manners’’ in a 
way that appealed to his imagination and 
which likewise inspired him to want to 
be mannerly. She could have made the 
mistake of telling him to observe this little 
courtesy because she said that was the 
proper thing or because it is the way that 
polite persons do; but Stanley’s mother 
knew a better course. So she said: 

‘‘Now, I’m so glad you asked me that, 
dear, for it would be hard to go on say- 
ing something every day of your life if 
you couldn’t think of a good reason for 
doing it. And when you get puzzled this 
way you must always ask me, so that we 
can straighten the puzzle out.’’ 

By this time Stanley’s eyes were beam- 
ing. His mother knew how to create in- 
terest in little every-day affairs. 

‘‘When you say ‘Please’ in asking for 
an apple, that means that if I give you 
the apple you will be happy. Then you 
see that makes Mother happy because she 
has done a little act for some one she 
loves very much. If you didn’t say 
‘Please’ I might think that you didn’t 
care much whether I gave you what you 
asked for, and then I couldn’t be sure 
whether you were much happier or not.’ 

Stanley’s face lighted up and he seemed 
to eatch a new vision of what folks e¢all 
politeness. He queried further: 

‘*When I thanked Mr. Barnes this morn- 
ing for letting me take his hammer to fix 
my wagon, do you think he liked me bet- 
ter??? 

Mother smiled indulgently. ‘‘It made 
him happy to think that he had helped you, 
for your must remember, Son, that these 
words of politeness and deeds of thought- 
fulness are happiness makers. They help 
folks who hear them and see them to feel 
love and friendship.’’ 

‘‘What about folding my napkin at 
table?’? inquired Stanley, now swept away 
with his interest. ‘‘Grandma told me I 
was being polite when I did that.’’ 

Again Mother laughed a pleasant little 
ripple of loving merriment. She threw him 
the challenge. ‘‘Now you think hard and 
tell me the reason—for we must not do 
things all the time unless we understand 
why it is better to do them.’’ 

Stanley paused for half a second. Then 
he exclaimed, ‘‘It would make the table 
look bad if I threw my napkin down! And 
then you would have to work harder fold- 
ing it up for me after meals.’’ 

“‘Then if the table would look better, 
manners help to make the world more tidy 
and beautiful,’’? continued Mother, ‘‘and 
when you try to save me work, you add 
more love to the home where we live.’’ 

So from that one hour of discussion, 
Stanley caught a lasting spirit of good 
manners and kindly courtesy. Never 
again did he question these amenities of 
daily life, because their value had been 
submitted to his intelligence instead of 
their form being demanded of him as a 
matter of obedience. 

After that he performed such acts of 
politeness with understanding. The motive 
came from within, which was as it always 
should be. By using imagination he found 
reasons for every pleasant little favor or 
sacrifice, and to have omitted such ecourt- 
esies would to him have been an affront to 


love and friendship. 
* * * 


, 


‘Tt is our proud claim that the Oswego 
State Normal and Training School was the 


first Normal School in the country to offer 
a training course for Kindergartners. This 
indicates our strong belief in the value of 
such training for every child! ’’—James G. 
Riggs, Principal. 

Is there a free kindergarten in your 
neighborhood? If not, you can find out 
how to obtain one by writing to the Na 
tional Kindergarten Association, 8 West 
Fortieth Street, New York. 


AN AMALGAMATION 
Wife—‘‘Here is a story of a man with 
eight children who married a widow with 
seven.’? 
Hubby—‘‘That’s no marriage. I’d call 
that a merger.’’—Capper’s Weekly. 
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ANSWERS TO—DO YOU KNOW THESE 
NATIONS? 


1. Ruination; 2. Ordination; 3. Assassi- 
nation; 4. Illumination; 5. Vaccination; 6. 
Stagnation; 7. Resignation; 8. Consterna- 
tion; 9. Coronation; 10. Fascination; 11. 
Donation; 12, Discrimination; 13, Imagina- 
tion; 14, Rejuvenation; 15. Impersonation; 
16. Nomination; 17. Domination; 18. Pro- 
crastination; 19. Carnation; 20. Termina- 
tion; 21. Insubordination. 


> 


OLD TESTAMENT QUESTIONS 
(Third List) 

1. Name the three sons of Adam and 
Hive. 

2. What new name did the angel give 
to Jacob? 

3. Which of Joseph’s brothers saved 
him from being killed? 

4. Which one suggested that Joseph be 
sold to the Ishmaelites? 

5. Who was the father of Ephraim and 
Manasseh? 

6. What mountain is famous for its 
cedars? 

7. Who said, ‘‘Il know that My Re- 
deemer liveth’’? 

8. Who said to King David, ‘‘Thou 
art the man’’? 

9. Who was fed by the ravens? 

10. Who was the son of Hannah? 

11. What king married Pharaoh’s 
daughter? 

12. What did the 
Bethel call Elisha? 

13. Jacob died in Egypt. 
he buried? 

14. Which is the first musical instru- 
ment mentioned in the Bible? 

15. Name Rachel’s youngest son. 

16. Who was hanged on his own gal- 
lows, 50 cubits high? —A. M. S. 


little children of 


Where was 


NOT BEEN SEEN 
Christopher—‘‘Has anyone seen Pete?’’ 
Bennie—‘‘ Pete who??? 

Chris—‘‘ Petroleum.’ 

Ben—‘‘Keresone him yesterday and he 
ain’t benzine since.?’—Vancouver Prov- 
ince, 


PRACTICING CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP 


Mable Fend, Butler, Pa. Age 17 years 


(Second Prize Winning Essay for Group 
C (16 to 18 years) in the Steward- 
ship Essay Contest) 


I am in school and am earning only a 
little money. How will I, as a self-respect- 
ing person, administer it with reference to 
Church, school, home and amusements? 

When we are asked for money, we can- 
not help but think of all the things for 
which money stands. Lookinf in the die- 
tionary ror a definition for ‘‘money,’’? we 


find that it is called the ‘‘medium of ex- 
change.’’? However, is that all that money 
is? It seems to me that money is a great 
deal more than that from another point of 
view. Money is human power, stored up; 
that is, in order to get it we must work. 
With money, we can buy practically any- 
thing in the material world that we want. 
We can do things that we could never 
think of doing without, But there is one 
thing that money cannot buy; that is 
happiness. 

All through the Bible we have reeords 
of people giving; not only money, but also 
the best anybody can give, life. God gave 
His only begotten Son because of His love 
for the world. Jesus gave His life so that 
we might have life and might have it more 
abundantly. There are many of us who 
cannot give our whole lives to the work 
of Christ, but we can give some of our 
money to help others who are giving their 
lives for Him. Yet, in giving, it is better 
to give a small gift in the right spirit than 
to give a great amount grudgingly, because 
the ‘‘Lord loveth a cheerful giver.’’ This 
was illustrated when Christ and His dis- 
ciples were in the temple. Very rich men 
brought their offerings and placed them 
in the treasury. Then came a poor widow 
and cast in two mites. Jesus saw her and 
called the disciples to Him and _ said, 
‘““That poor widow has cast in more than 
all the rest because she put in all she had 
and the others put in of their abundanee.’’ 
In referring to the giving of alms, Christ 
said to give in secret and get your reward 
in heaven, not to vive in publie for you 
have your reward when you do that. Also 
we have the saying of Christ, ‘‘It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.’’ 

In the Bible we find that we owe one- 
tenth of all we have to God. Therefore, 
we should set aside at least one-tenth of 


our income for Christ. It is better to give. 


regularly and systematically than spas- 
modically. Paul said in First Corinthians, 
‘Upon the first day of the week, let each 
one of you lay by him in store as he may 
prosper’’ There we have regularity, in- 
dividuality, and laying aside for a definite 
purpose, in proportion to his income. 

As a student, I firmly believe that one 
should lay aside one-tenth of his income 
for Christ, for by so doing he not only is 
giving as is expected of him, but in order 
to do so, he is keeping a record of all the 
money he receives. If he gives of what 
he happens to have he will likely have no 
budget at all. It is very easy for him to 
give one-tenth of his income when he has 
enough money left to get what he wishes. 
The real test comes when his income is 
small in comparison to his needs. For ex- 
ample, there were three high school boys, 
Tom, Dick, and Jack, working on a farm 
during the summer. They earned five dol- 
lars a week and their board. Jack and 
Dick were working for spending money. 


' Tom was working to buy his clothing to 


wear to school that winter. He knew that, 
unless he could buy his own clothing, he 
could not go to school, and he longed for 
a better education. The first pay day the 
boys were given their pay. 

Jack said, ‘‘Let’s go to town and blow 
ourselves.’ . 

Dick, being greatly impressed by the 
suggestion, said, ‘‘Great! Come on, Tom. 
This is the first money I have ever earned. 
Let’s see how it feels to spend our very 
own money.’’ 


‘No, boys, I have to save my money, 


and besides aren’t you going swimming 


with the boys? You know you said you 


would.’’? This from Tom. 


THE PASTOR SAYS 


By John Andrew Holmes 


There is nothing more appreciated 
than appreciation. 


“Well, do you think we would bother 
going swimming when we can go to town? 
Come on, Dick.’’ 

Tom went to the pond and had a fine 


time. That evening he asked Dick if he 
had change for a dollar. Dick wondered 
why he wanted change for a dollar. 

“‘T’m going to give fifty cents to the 
Church tomorrow.’’ Tom spoke reluctantly 
for he knew they would make fun of him. 

‘*Give fifty cents to Chureh? Why so 
much??? 

““Oh, I’m tithing this year.’’ 

“‘Tithing? I thought you were saving 
your money. If you can’t spend any of 
your money on yourself, how ean you give 
so much to the Chureh?’’ 

**But you boys don’t understand. The 
Chureh must go on even if we are sav—.’’ 
But the boys left before he could explain 
to them. 

Two years later, Jack, telling of the 
event, said: ‘‘The next day Tom went to 
Chureh with the boys with whom he had 
gone swimming. He had a fine time that 
summer while Dick and I just thought we 
had. Vacation was soon over. Tom had 
saved fifty dollars and also had the hap- 
piest vacation in his life while we had 
very little to show for the summer’s 
work.’’ 

That is one of the many, many inStances 
which proves the old saying, ‘‘He is hap- 
piest who gives most.’’ 

How, now, should a student divide the 
rest of his money? That, I think, depends 
on how much he has let. A boy earning 
two dollars a week, and trying to buy a 
few necessities of life with the rest of his 
money should not be required to give any 
money at home. On the the other hand, if 
he earns five or ten dollars a week, he 
should be required to give some of it at 
home, because that will teach him to save. 

First, he should give to the Church. 
Second, to the home and school. Then the 
amount he has left is to be considered. If 
he has more than is necessary for the 
amusements of the average boy, then he 
should start a savings account, 

It seems to me that this may solve the 
problem as to how I, as a self-respecting 
person, might administer it with reference 
to Church, school, home and amusements. 


Family Altar Column 


The Rev. Urban Clinton Gutelius 


August 20-26. 
Practical Thought: The powers of dark- 
ness oppose the progress of the Gospel. 


Memory Hymn: ‘‘Jesus, Thy Boundless 
Love to Me.’’ 


Monday, August 20—The Philippian Jailer. 
Read Acts 16:16-24. 


It is not likely that this jailer had ever 
heard of Paul and Silas before. In the 
course of the day’s work they were just 
regular, ordinary cases. He was only a 
cog in the great machine of Roman juris- 
prudence and he functioned precisely and 
effectively. There was no malice afore- 
thought. In a mechanical way he simply 
performed his official duties according to 
customs and instructions, thus inflicting on 
the innocent men undeserved and excru- 
ciating sufferings. He was thrust by cir- 
cumstances into a very unenviable posi- 
tion and was obliged to perform a very 
unwelcome task. There was no alternative 
and he had to make the best of it. Know- 
ing all this, is it possible that this episode 
suggested the line of thought pursued by 
St. Paul in writing the 13th chapter of 
Romans. ‘‘Let every soul be subject unto 
the higher powers.’’ 

Prayer: In the performance of our 
duties amidst the perplexities and com- 
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plexities of life, help us, O Lord, so to 

commit ourselves into Thy hands that 

through us Thou wilt be able to make the 

wrath of men to praise Thee. Amen. 

Tuesday, August 21—The Jailer Converted. 
Read Acts 16:25-40. 

That this Roman official was soundly con- 
verted is proved by what he said and what 
he did,—by his words and by his deeds. 
(1). Most earnestly and sincerely he said: 
‘“What must I do to be saved?’’ He had 
reference to his soul, not his political posi- 
tion. (2). He himself took Paul and Silas 
to his own home that very night and did 
his very best to make amends for the se- 
vere treatment the anostles had received 
under his authority. (3). This officer and 
his whole family humbly and contritely 
submitted to baptism and became open 
Christians. Is it not frequently in order 
for us professing Christians today to ask 
whether or not we are soundly converted? 
If there is any doubt, do we not have right 
here a splendid and satisfactory criterion 
to guide us in answering this all-important 
question? 

Prayer: ‘‘Create a clean heart within 
me, O Lord, and renew within me a right 
spirit, The sacrifices of God are a broken 
spirit. A broken and contrite heart. O 
God, Thou wilt not despise.’’? Amen, 


Wednesday, August 22—The Prisoner Re- 
membered. Gen. 41:1-13. 


O how short our memories are after we 
have been released from pain and diffi- 
culty! Let us not eriticise this Egyptian 
butler too severely. Because thousands of 
us are forgetting God in times of success 
and prosperity and He is the very Best 
Friend we have. And just think of the 
number of people who forget Jesus Christ, 
their only Lord and Savior, until they are 
threatened with death! Are there not 
scores of Church members who forget all 
about their spiritual mother until some 
great and unexpected emergency arises or 
some terrible calamity overtakes them? 
And how about those parents, brothers and 
sisters, friends and neighbors who were 
once friends in deed, because friends in 
need? Too often the consequences of this 
forgetfulness are extremely tragic and dis- 
astrous. 

Prayer: ‘‘If I forget Thee, O God, let 
my right hand forget her cunning. If I do 
not remember Thee, let my tongue cleave 
to the roof of my mouth.’’ Amen, 


Thursday, August 23—Delivered From the 
Fiery Furnace. Read Dan. 3:24-30. 


There are still fiery furnaces and glori- 
ous deliveries from the same, ‘‘I have 
chosen Thee in the furnace of affliction.’’ 
Yes, thus He chose Isaiah, and the other 
prophets, the apostles, the martyrs and 
saints of the early Church, and thus He is 
choosing and delivering laymen, clergy- 
men and missionaries today. And perhaps, 
dear reader, you are one who is poor and 
needy, sick and afflicted, wretched and 
distressed, and there may be times when 
you feel inexpressibly weak and lonely. 
At such times you should be quick to claim 
His promises never to forsake you and to 
be with you always even unto the end of 
the world. It might be well also to re- 
member the man who was born blind in 
order that the works of God should be 
made manifest. ‘‘My son, despise not the 
chastening of the Almighty. For whom 
the Lord loveth He also chasteneth.’’ 
““Gount it all joy when ye fall into divers 
temptations—testing.’’ 

Prayer: 

‘(When through fiery trials thy pathway 
shall lie, 

My grace, all sufficient, shall be thy sup- 


ply; 

The flame shall not hurt thee; I only de- 
sign 

Thy dross to consume and thy gold to re- 
fine, 


The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for 
repose, 

I will not, I will not desert to his foes; 

That soul, though all hell should en- 
deavor to shake, 

I’ll never, no never, no never forsake.’? 


Amen. 


Friday, August 24—Protection and De- 

liverance Promised. Read Ps. 91:1-16. 

If you will refer to the fourth chapters 
of Matthew and Luke you will learn that 
Satan quoted verses 11 and 12 of this 
psalm in the Second Temptation of our 
Lord. But he omitted the words, ‘‘in all 
thy ways’’—in the appointed path of duty. 
It is likely that Jesus noted this omission 
and also recognized the danger into which 
the Devil desired to inveigle Him, Had 
the Savior yielded to the temptation not 
to walk in the appointed path of duty he 
would have failed to fulfill His mission 
and He also would have deprived Himself 
of the protection and deliverance promised 
by the Father. All through His ministry 
He enjoyed this protection, and when His 
“‘hour had come’’ the Father so delivered 
Him that in a righteous spirit of triumph 
He could say, ‘‘It is finished. Father, into 
Thy hands I commend My spirit.’’ The 
lesson is so plain for us that ‘‘he who 
reads may run.’’ 

Prayer: Keep us ever, O Father, in the 
appointed path of duty in order that we 
may fulfill our mission in this world and 
also enjoy the protection of Thy holy 
angels which Thou hast vouchsafed unto us 
through Thy Word and Spirit. Amen. 


Saturday, August 25—Returning Good 
For Evil. Read Luke 6:27-38. 

In considering the topics, ‘‘The Prisoner 
Remembered,’’ ‘‘Deliverance From the 
Fiery Furnace,’’ ‘Protection and Deliver- 
ance Promised,’’ and ‘‘ Returning Good For 
Evil,’’ we dare not lose sight of Paul and 
Silas in the Philippian prison, our Lesson 
topic for the coming Sunday. And as we 
reflect on the portion of Scripture assigned 
for today we are impressed by two out- 
standing thoughts:—First, the Idealism of 
Jesus and its complete attainment by Him 
in His life and work. Second, the honest 
attempt of Paul and Silas to emulate their 
Master. They, like Jesus. made the ‘‘im- 
possible’? possible. In a most marvelous 
way they heaped coals of fire upon the 
heads of their enemies and won them to 
a life and practice of self-effacing love, 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, inspire our souls 
with a sincere desire to emulate Thee and 
to attain unto Thy stature. May we daily 
derive strength from our striving so that 
we may not be overcome of evil, but over- 
come evil with good. In Thy Name we 
pray. Amen. 


Sunday, August 26—Jehovah’s Abundant 
Mercy. Read Isa. 55:6-13. 

‘‘He will have mercy upon him for He 
will abundantly pardon.’’ Yes, it is plain- 
ly and repeatedly indicated by His Word 
that God is merciful and forgiving. But 
it must be forever remembered that He 
does not exercise merey and forgiveness 
indifferently and in a desultory manner. 
To be convinced of this let us re-read 
verses 6 and 7. ‘‘Seek ye the Lord while 
He may be found, call ye upon Him while 
He is near: Let the wicked forsake his 
way and the unrighteous man his thoughts; 
and Jet him return unto the Lord’’ and 
‘*then He will have mercy, etc.’’ 

Prayer: ‘‘Let Thy mercy be upon us. O 
Lord, according as we hope in Thee. And 
with the full pardon of our past sins, be 
pleased also to quicken us, we beseech 
Thee, in the way of righteousness, and up- 
hold us with Thy free Spirit, that we may 
henceforth walk worthy of the vocation 
wherewith Thou hast called us and ever 
hereafter serve and please Thee in newness 
of life, to the honor and glory of Thy holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen, 


ACTIVITY IN THE AFTER-LIFE 

It would be a great help towards keep- 
ing the Churchyard in good order if others 
would follow the example of those who clip 
the grass on their own graves.—Parish 
Magazine. 


TAKING NO CHANCES 
Young Wife: ‘‘I am going to cook the 
dinner myself today, dear. What would 
you like??? 
" He: ‘‘Er—eold beef and pickles please, 
darling.’’ 


THE OLD HICK’RY SWING 


(A Reminiscence of Boyhood Days, in the 
Hoosier Dialect) 
By John Franklin Bair 
(Copyrighted) 

O the old hick’ry swing! of a hick’ry sap- 
lin’ made, 

That hung upon a limb ’neath the spreadin 
chestnut’s shade 

At the dense forest’s edge whare the grass 
was green and soft, 

Thare, in glad childhood days, we bare- 
footed children oft 

Would, in bright summertime, swing our- 
selves to and fro; 

From the top of the hill to the dell down 
below, 

Could the echo be heard when we children 
would sing, 

As we swung to and fro on the old hick’ry 
swing. 
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Ah, how vivid the scene of the old hick’ry 
swing 

Comes back to me now, how fond mem’ries 
still cling, 

Of the boys and the girls who sped thru 
the wood 

To the soft grassy knoll whare the old 
chestnut stood; 

How we ofttimes would race to see who 
could beat 

And be first one to mount the old hick’ry 
seat, 

How the sweet children’s voices of yore 
seem to ring, 

As my thots wander back to the old hick’ry 
swing. 
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Thare the forest so dense, with its trees 
loomin’ tall, 

In the breeze gently swayin’, enraptured 
us all; 

Thare the gray squirrel would whisk from 
his hole in the tree, 

His life seemed so happy, so blissful and 
free; 

And the chipmunk would glide in his hole 
in the ground 

As soon as he spied us young folks comin’ 
round, 

When we came with a yell, and the fore- 
most would spring 

With a triumphant laff, on the old hick’ry 
swing. 


When ev’nin’ would come, the biggest 
girls and boys 

Would come a strollin’ forth with their 
lafter and noise; 

They would come to that place from a 
dozen nayburs round, 

And would have the grandest old time on 
that little play-ground; 

The girls would mount the seat and the 
boys would swing them so 

As they’d touch the branch above when 
they swung them to and fro; 

You could tell by the way they would laff 
and shout and sing, 

They was havin’ lots of fun at the old 
hick’ry swing. 


O the old hick’ry swing! it has gone to 
decay, 

And we boys now are men, some have 
wandered far away; 

The girls now are wimmin, some have 
married, some still wait, 

Hoping they may see the day when they’ll 
yet get a mate; 

The forest is cut down, and the old chest- 
nut tree 

Whare I wunst used to swing, I ne’er 
again shall see; 

Ah, the bitter tears will roll while my little 
song I sing 

Of the pleasant memories 
hick’ry swing. 


Butler, Pa., Aug. 1, 1928. 


of the old 


Birthday Greetings 


Alliene S. Dechant 


Cabin 18 folks are nice folks, happy 
folks,—folks who serve. Miss M is a 
supervisor of physical education in Phila- 
delphia; Mrs. H , English, is a teacher 
of children whose minds are not as bright 
as ours; and Miss T is a nurse at Ab- 
ingdon. Our captain is a Dane, a jolly 
good mixer! He remembers well our Mrs. 
Thomas Leinbach, of Reading, who headed 
his entertainment committee last year. I 
sit at Table 14 between an English girl 
and a Ph. D. professor of Swarthmore, and 
across from a famous New York doctor, 
There is a nurse aboard whose home is in 
Schwarzwald, near Reading—her sister 
went to Hood when I did. And there’s a 
professor here who knows well our Kief- 
fers of Frederick and Hagerstown, Mary- 
land, and who knows Hood and Mercers- 
burg. The entertainment committee has 
already been formed and we’re to have 
lectures and all sorts of entertainments. 
My ‘‘doctor opposite’? is to talk on psy- 
chology; an artist from Buffalo will tell 
us about portraiture! Major Kroner will 
talk om China; a Dutch Reformed minister 
will tell us about ‘‘The Fun of Being An 
Irishman,’’ and the Britisher who heads 
12.000,000 Baptists will talk on ‘‘ Europe 
Today,’’ so you see, we ‘‘Minnehakda’? 
folks have much in store, Excitedly, 
happily, your Birthday Lady. 

P. 8. S’prises—s’prises—a letter—post- 
card shower from the Hood Conference 
folks,—a telegram—a book,—a box of 
nuts, a box of candy, and a fat letter to be 
opened ‘‘three days out.’’?’ But I’ve 
peeped inside already—it has (sh!) five dol- 
lars in it!) 


FOOLISH QUESTION 


Stranger (at gate)—‘‘Is your mother at 
home??? 


Youngster—‘‘Say! do you suppose I’m 
mowing this yard because the grass is 
long?’’—Chicago News, 
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THEOLOGICAL SCHOOL OF THE RE- 
FORMED CHURCHES IN CEN- 
TRAL EUROPE 


By Rev. Dr. W. Kolfhaus, in Vlotho 


The desire of the hearts and minds of 
many, long entertained, is being fulfilled. 
The Reformirter Bund, following the lead- 
ings of Providence, has opened a theologi- 
call school in Elberfeld, This seemed to be- 
come more of a demand as the years 
passed, Again and again we would hear 
the complaint coming from theological pro- 
fessors in the universities that their stu- 
dents did not have sufficient training in 
fundamental Christian branches, and time 
would fail them to teach elementary sub- 
jects, which the students ought to have re- 
ceived previous to coming to the universi- 
ties. In fact, many of the students were 
hardly in a position to follow the theologi- 
eal lectures. 


The well-known pastor, Von Bodel- 
schwingh, in Bethel, realized this condition 
many years ago and was led to establish a 
theological school, the history of which has 
shown how necessary such an arrangement 
was. The number of students in said 
school has grown from year to year, so that 
now scores are turned away because of 
lack of room. 


We German Reformed people have spe- 
cial reasons for beginning a theological 
school in Elberfeld. About one hundred 
years ago our own schools of theology of 
a distinctly Reformed character were taken 
away from us by the State. Our sons 
scarcely ever hear anything that pertains 


to the history and genius of our Church. 
Many of them are indeed strangers to the 
Heidelberg Catechism, There are only a 
few really Reformed professors who en- 
deavor to supply the suggested need. The 
consequence was that in many eases our 
Reformed congregations received pastors 
who were strangers to our manner of 
thinking and our customs, and in some 
cases actually opposed to such. 

Realizing these conditions, the Reformed 
congregations in Elberfeld, about 25 years 
ago, opened a seminary for men who had 
completed their theological studies else- 
where and before entering upon the active 
work wanted to have at least one year of 
practical as well as theoretical training. 
In the last few years there were always 8 
to 10 men availing themselves of the op- 
portunity presented by this seminary. 
However, we realized more and more that 
the young men needed to become acquaint- 
ed with the history and genius of the Re- 
formed Church before they begin their 
studies for the ministry, and especially 
needed to become familiar with the unsur- 
passed book of our Church, the Heidelberg 
Catechism. Besides what we had, we need- 
ed a theological school for our students, so 
that the Reformed congregations might 
secure pastors who would really suit their 
needs and conditions. 

Another consideration led to this de- 
cision, Formerly students who would enter 
the theological school in the universities 
as a rule would come with a 
thorough knowledge of Latin, Greek and 
Hebrew, This is not the ease any more. 
Students who do not have such a linguistic 


training may be enrolled by the theological 
faculties in the universities, and the con- 
sequence has been that the number of stu- 
dents increased from year to year, who 
felt the call to the ministry, but did not 
have the proper linguistic training or foun- 
dation. 

Feeling called by the Divine leadership, 
our Churches decided to open a theological 
school. Looking at our membership and 
our financial strength, they might not have 
had the courage to do this. The number 
of our congregations is not large, and 
there are only comparatively few of these 
that are strong numerically and financially, 
Most of them have to struggle to care for 
their own needs, and, then also, the de- 
mand for missionary work at home and 
abroad is insistent, and everyone of the 
congregations has flost whatever endow- 
ments or funds they may have had by rea- 
son of the inflation. The question, there- 
fore, arose repeatedly, will our congrega- 
tions have the courage and the ability to 
establish such a school? Will the love of 
our Reformed confession be strong enough 
to overcome the various circumstances? 

Truly God has given the courage of faith 
and the readiness to sacrifice. The answers 
coming from the congregations were very 
encouraging. At the same time we are 
constrained to state that in spite of the 
love and readiness to give, our resources 
are insufficient. We are thankful to state 
that we have secured the services of a 
suitable man to be the head of the school, 
and there is no dearth of students. Other- 
wise there is need’on every hand. We could 
not offer them a house or dormitory im 
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which to live. The students have to find 
rooms wherever they can among the fami- 
les of the congregation. We have secured 
a modest room for teaching. What shall 
we do? We are not acustomed to asking 
or seeking help, but surely the Lord has 
raised up members of the household of 
faith in America who may be in a position 
to help us. Now that we are in need, 
surely others who are far away may, and 
we trust will, come to our relief, 


We are very grateful indeed for the help 
that our congregations have received in 
the past few years from members of the 
Reformed Church in the United States. 
May we not at this time lay this matter 
before them also? We truly wish that the 
friends in the United States might realize 
the need of this new move on our part, and 
that they might help us indeed readily and 
cheerfully, Our congregations in Central 
Europe are contributing cheerfully and we 
trust that others will add to this substan- 
tial beginning, so that the school may be 
carried on successfully. 


To 


The above is, as indicated, a communica- 
tion from Dr. Kolfhaus, whom many of our 
ministers met when he was in this country 
a few years ago, and whose judgment sure- 
ly is esteemed by all who know him. The 
undersigned has also received a cordial 
letter from Dr, A. Lang in Halle, touching 
upon the same subject. In it he states 
that the Reformed congregations included 
in the Reformirter Bund have pledged 
about 14,000 marks annually for five years 
for this school, and that about 6,000 addi- 
tional marks will be necessary to carry on 
the work. ‘‘May the Lord bless it richly,’’ 
he adds. 


Contributions for this purpose may be 
sent to the Treasurer of the Committee on 
European Relief, Dr. J. H. Stepler, 2156 
Warren Road, Lakewood, Ohio, or, if pre- 
ferred, may be sent directly to Dr. Lang in 
Halle. Trusting that this appeal may re- 
ceive favorable attention on the part of 
many, with Christian greetings, 


—Benjamin S. Stern, Chairman, 


Mrs. H. W. Elson 


A postal deficit approximating $100,- 
000,000 in the fiscal year 1929 may result 
from the order of the Interstate Commerce 
Commission requiring the Government to 
increase its payments for the transporta- 
tion of the mail by railroads, together with 
euts in revenues from second, third and 
fourth class mail matter voted by the last 
session of Congress, according to Post- 
master General Harry 8, New. 

Tourist traffic to the 19 national parks 
and 32 national monuments is now at its 
peak and reports to the National Park 
Service indicate that 3,000,000 persons will 
visit these recreation centers this season. 

Gurney L. Newlin, of Los Angeles, was 
elected president of the American Bar As- 
sociation, which met recently in Seattle. 

Governor Dan Moody, of Texas, was re- 
nominated by a majority exceeding 120,000 
votes over three ommonents, two of whom 
had aligned themselves with the national 
ticket ‘‘bolt’’ element. 

American Minister Wilson, at Berne, 
has notified the League of Nations secre- 
tariat that the United States would sign 
the League’s supplementary convention for 
the abolition of restrictions on imports and 
exports, 

Captain James C. Fitzmaurice, one of the 
fliers who crossed the Atlantic in the 
Bremen, only to be wrecked at Greenley 
Island, has signed a contract at $100,000 
a year to fly a plane between the German 
ports of the North German Lloyd Steam- 
ship Company and the trans-Atlantic liners 
of the company when the ships are a day’s 
run from port. 

10,000 Englishmen, preferably former 
coal miners, are to receive financial as- 
sistance for passage from Great Britain 
to Canada to help gather in the Canadian 
harvest next fall. The Canadian Govern- 
ment has undertaken to find work at the 
close of the harvest for those who wish to 
remain, 

William S. Taylor, a willing exile from 
Kentucky, the State he left in 1900, when 
bloody reprisal was threatened after the 
assassination of William Goebel, with 
whom he had waged a bitter fight for the 
Governorship, died at Indianapolis, Aug. 
2, in his 74th year. 

Announcement of a new air line between 
Roosevelt Field, Long Island, and Hamil- 
ton Bay in the Bermuda Islands, to be in- 
augurated Nov. 1, has been made by 


Lieutenant Harry B. Clark, in charge of 
the Roosevelt Field Flying School. 

Captain Frank T, Courtney and his 3 
companions, who set out to make the first 
east-to-west flight across the Atlantic, via 
the Azores to Newfoundland, were rescued 
in mid-Atlantic Aug. 2 by the Atlantic 
Transport liner Minnewaska. 

Aaron Naumburg, son of a Jewish rabbi, 
left more than $1,300,000 of the fortune 
he accumulated during his life to Protest- 
ant and Catholic as well as Jewish phil- 
anthropies. Mr. Naumburg died in Mon- 
teeatini, Italy, on June 29, while touring 
Europe with his wife. He was a funder 
of one of the world’s largest manufactur- 
ers of hatters’ furs and had plants in 
America and Belgium. 

The total gross public debt of the 
United States as shown by the Treasury 
statement aggregate $17,526,219,470 96 on 
July 31 last, as compared with $18,463,199,- 
183 on July 31, 1927. This was a cut in 
the year period of more than $936,000,000. 

A total of 180 business executives are 
quietly taking an intensive summer course 
at the Harvard Business School, a score 
of whom have amassed fortunes. 

The United States and Mexico have 
tentatively fixed on September as the 
month in which to start an air mail route 
2,800 miles long, the longest in North 
America, according to a recent announce- 
ment by the National Geographic Society. 
Less than a year after Colonel Lindbergh’s 
non-stop Washington to Mexico City flight 
the air mail prepares to follow him across 
the border. 

Demands for recognition of the Kellogg 
anti-war compact by the League of Na- 
tions, for extension of the world disarma- 
ment program and for evacuation of the 
Rhineland were presented Aug. 5 at the 
first session of the third congress of the 
Second International, attended by 600 
Socialist delegates from 12 European na- 
tions. 

It is said that Albania is about to 
change from a republic to a monarchy with 
President Ahmed Zogu as king, This de- 
cision was said to have been arrived at as 
the result of many meetings by the Minis- 
ters. The country has been a republic for 
10 years. 

A comparison of the Mexican estimated 
Treasury income for the first 6 months of 
the current year with the actual receipts 


SCHOOL FOR CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


Demand for young women trained in Chris- 
tian work is growing. One, two and three 
year courses prepare Religious Education Di- 
rectors, Deaconesses, Pastors’ Assistants, Sum- 
day School and Social Service Workers, Mis- 
sionaries. Degrees and certificates granted. 
Special shorter courses. High School educa 
tion required. Scholarships. Catalog. Bex 
R, 1122 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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of the Mexican Government during that 
period shows a balance in favor of the 
latter of $4,720,000. 

A survey of Glacier National Park, pre- 
paratory to establishing air passenger lines 
within and through the park next summer, 
has been started under direction of Colonel 
Charles A. Lindbergh and Ralph Budd? 
President of the Great Northern Railway. 

Majors Louis Idzikowski and Kasimir 
Kubala, the Polish aviators, were rescued 
by the German steamer Samos 60 miles off 
Cape Finisterre, Spain, Aug. 4. The Polish 
fliers on their way to America were forced 
down by a leak after being 36 hours in the 
air. 

New York City’s population July 1 ap- 
proximated 6,024,761, according to a state- 
ment from the Census Bureau. Four other 
cities showed a population in excess of 
1,000,000: Chicago, 3,056,000; Philadelphia, 
2,064,000; Detroit, 1,379,000, and Cleve- 
land, 1,008,000. 

Joseph Hoop was elected chief of the 
government of Lichtenstein, which claims 
to be the world’s smallest principality. It 
consists only of a town. Mr. Hoop works 
outside of the country of which he is a 
ruler, being a customs collector for the 
Swiss Government. 

A Presidential warrant for the arrest 
of Henry M. Blackmer, millionaire oil man 
and missing witness in the famous Teapot 
Dome oil scandal, has been received in 
Denver, An officer will be sent to France 
to return him for trial. 

The League of Nations Aug. 4 recog- 
nized the new Nationalist Government of 
China when it accepted the nomination 
of Mr. Sao-ke Alfred Sze, Chinese Minister 
at Washington, as head of the Chinese dele- 
gation to the September meeting of the 
League Assembly. 

Twenty-eight nations—a majority of 
members of the League of Nations Assem- 
bly and Council—have nominated Charles 
Evans Hughes to be judge on the World 
Court at the Hague, the League Secretariat 
has announced, and his election at the Sep- 
tember assembly is regarded as certain. 

Ten persons were killed and more than 
200 injured Aug. 6 in a double derailment 
of two Illinois Central trains near 
Mounds, Ill. 

Felicitations on the anniversary of the 
Independence of Bolivia were communi- 
cated to President Siles of that country 
by President Coolidge Aug. 6. 

The budget estimates for the fiscal year 
beginning July 1, 1929, are now $208,000 
below the $3,700,000,000 set by President 
Coolidge as the safety limit, Brig. Gen. H. 
M. Lord, the Budget Director, has an- 
nounced, following an all-day conference 
with Mr. Coolidge at Cedar Island Lodge, 

For the first time, American and other 
foreign students have been invited to be 
guests of the Nationalist Young Turk Club. 
This opens a new policy of goodwill among 
the students of Turkey and foreign coun- 
tries. Hitherto nothing has been done for 
students, but now that Turkey is sending 
her promising students abroad, it sees that 
cordiality to visiting foreign student 
bodies means furthering peaceful relations. 
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THOSE AWFUL PREACHERS 


(See editorial on ‘‘The Church and the 
Checkbook.’’ This letter is a sample of 
the propaganda coming through the mails.) 


To the Editor: 

Of all the evils of which we’re cursed, 

The preacher politician is the worst. 

Under date of December 20th last, Will- 
iam J. H. Gluck, of Baltimore, Md., a 
member of the League of Faith and Life 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, in a 
letter published in the ‘‘ 3altimore Sun,’’ 
states that the Methodist Church is on the 
edge of a precipice and predicts its end 
in the very near future. Over in Washing- 
ton here we were under the impression 
that both the Methodist and Baptist 
Churches are already defunct, their preach- 
ers often being referred to as Bishops and 
Ministers of the Anti-Saloon League and 
Ku Klux Klan, alias Methodist and Bap- 
tist Churches. 

The principle missions of these reverend 
gentry are the preaching of dirty politics, 
the perpetual mouthing of foul calumnies 
against decent and upright persons whose 
shoes they are not fit to polish, the foment- 
ing of religious and racial hatreds, the in- 
citing to mob violence, floggings and lynch- 
ings, and often their personal participa- 
tion and leadership in these rascalities as 
members of such mobs with a torch and 
whip in one hand, a Bible in the other; 
the snooping and sniffling at their neigh- 
bors, and often the ‘‘foxing’’ of members 
of their own congregations, and last, but 
not least, the frenzied drives for moneys 
to enable them to earry on these nefarious 
«deviltries. 

As far as PROHIBITION is concerned, 
THESE REVEREND HYPOCRITS DO 
NOT QARE (cuss word deleted here) 
ABOUT THE MORAL SIDE OF 
THAT QUESTION. The prohibition 
issue is only a camouflage for the real pur- 
pose of retaining control of the Federal 
and State Governments and the public 
graft and patronage incidental thereto, 
AND AS AN EXCUSE FOR THE 
NUMEROUS MONEY DRIVES THEY 
MAKE AS ORGANIZATIONS IN ORDER 
TO KEEP THEIR COFFERS ABUND- 
ANTLY SUPPLIED WITH FUNDS FOR 
DISTRIBUTION INDIVIDUALLY TO 
THEMSELVES AND THEIR HENCH- 
MEN AS HONORARIUM FEES. Take 
this graft away from these reverend po- 
litical boses and they will soon drop 
crooked polities and go back to their 
Churches where they belong. Jim Reed is 
doing wonderful missionary work in his 
travels throughout the country enlighten- 
ing the mases as to these reverend grafters 
and ealling on the people to ‘‘Throw the 
Rascals Out.’’ 

These ‘Soul Retrievers’’ have had com- 
plete control of the Federal and most of 
‘tthe State Governments during the past 
seven years, during which time they have 
put into office one crook after another as 
fast as one after another of their ap- 
pointees and electees were put out of office 
and sent to jail. During the past seven 
years since these reverend political boses 
have been running the government and 
sending the country to hell, there have 
been more government officials and em- 
ployees, both Federal and State, put out 
of office and sent to jail than has happened 
during the whole previous 131 years of 
American Independence. It is truly time 
that these rascals were thrown out of the 
government and made to get back to their 
churches and the Gospel which they have 
forsaken for crooked politics. 


A very small side issue of these reverend 
Gantrys, to lend the air of respectability 
and some semblance of a church service, is 
the so-called preaching of the ‘‘Gospel,’’ 
God save the mark, a Gospel of hate and 
a camouflage only to cover the hellish ac- 
tivities enumerated aboye, 


They used to preach the Fatherhood of 
God 

And the Brotherhood of Man, 

But now they preach to Hate your Neigh- 
bor 

Just as Much as you Can. 


‘“Gospel’’?’ means Truth, and none of 
these ‘‘reverend’’ hypocrits, not knowing 
what truth means, preach differently on 
nearly every text of the Gospel. One 
preacher will tell you—this is white; an- 
other, it’s red; another, it’s blue; another, 
it’s green; another, it’s yellow; another, 
it’s black; and so on; and they all call 
their preaching ‘‘The Gospel’’—meaning 
Truth. 


Why go to church to hear these differ- 
ent liars and hypocrits who, as one minis- 
ter at the recent Methodist Conference in 
Washington said—‘‘Don’t even believe 
their own llies,’? No, Brother Gluck, the 
Methodist Church is no longer on the 
precipice, it b's toppled over long ago and 
carried the Baptists with it, ONLY THE 
CAMOUFLAGE NOW REMAINING. 
THESE ‘‘REVEREND’’ DISHONORARI- 
UMS MAY KID THEMSELVES THAT 
THEY ARE STILL RUNNING CHURCH- 
iS AND PREACHING THE GOSPEL, 
BUT THEY ARE NOT FOOLING ANY- 
BODY ELSE INTO BELIEVING THAT 
THEY ARE RUNNING ANYTHING BUT 
HOKUM AND BUNKUM, MONEY- 
GRABBING AND DISTRIBUTING (to 
themselves) GRAFTING POLITICAL 
SELF-BENEFICIAL ORGANIZATIONS. 


When such decent and upright men like 
former state senator Brevard Nixon, 
Demoeratie leader of North Carolina, de- 
mands that his name be removed from the 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 


Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 


Twelfth Sunday after 
26, 1928. 


Paul In a Roman Prison 
Acts 16:19-34. 


Golden Text: Rejoice in the Lord alway: 
again I will say, Rejoice. Philippians 4:4, 


Lesson Outine: 1. The 
Salvation. 

Our previous lesson dwelt on the stirring 
seenes at Philippi when Paul introduced 
the gospel into its life. We met the virtu- 
ous matron, Lydia, the nameless slave-girl, 
and the terror-stricken jailer. Christ trans- 
formed all of them into new creatures; 
yet their conversion differed. Similar in 
many things, it varied in method and in 
motive. Love, gratitude, and fear—each 
played its part in these conversions. The 
outcome was the same in each case, but the 
process that led to faith, repentance, and 
baptism was not the same. 

Our present lesson bears the sub-title, 
Paul as an Evangelist. That describes the 
chief aim and ambition of the great apos- 
tle in all his journeys. Places change, cir- 
cumstances vary, men and women come 
and go. But, always and everywhere, Paul 
sought to save men from sin. By pro- 
claiming the gospel of Christ, he sought to 
reconcile them with God, their Father and 
Friend. And that, of course, is the one 
great task of the Christian Church. Call 
it by what name we will, our distinctive 
work, our unique specialty is to lead men 
to the God whom Christ has revealed. That 
is the greatest of all human needs, and the 
highest and hardest of all tasks. 

In this lesson, therefore, we make a 


Trinity, August 


Saviour. 2. 


rolls of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
because, as he states, it has degenerated 
into a fighting political machine that will 
soon follow the Populists and Know Noth- 
ings into the oblivion of unsound political 
parties, (See news item in ‘‘ Washington 
Post,’’? April 2, 1928), he is only voicing 
the knowledge of almost everybody else 
who knows the depths of degradation into 
which the Methodist and Baptist Churches 
have sunken. 


The title S. I., (Satan’s Imp), is more 
suited to the work of these Hellions than 
the title of ‘‘Reverend’’ whieh they blas- 
phemously attach to their dishonorable and 
disreputable names. 


Wherever the Methodist and Baptists 
erects a house of prayer, 

Their patron saint, The Devil, builds a 
chapel there; 

And ’twill be found upon examination, 

That His Majesty, The Devil, has the larg- 
est congregation. 


And these ‘‘Lord Savers’? have the 
audacity to ask—‘‘ What’s the matter with 
the churches?’’—As if they did not know 
only too well that the answer is ‘‘ CROOK- 
ED POLITICS.’? Who wants to look for 
his religious guidance and welfare to these 
Jeckyl and Hyde preacher political boses? 
As ministers of the Gospel, these Honor- 
ariums are great politicians. 


Things have come to an awful pass 
When preachers sink so low, 

There ain’t nothing on God’s green earth 
They won’t do for a little dough. 


—Fundamentalist, 


Washington, D. C. 


study of Christian salvation. Strange 
though it may seem, much confusion and 
perplexity prevail in this vital matter. Not 
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a little of that, doubtless, is due to the 
spiritual blindness and indifference of 
men. We recall Pilate’s contemptuous 
question, and the skeptical inquiry of the 
multitude on the day of Pentecost, ‘‘ What 
meaneth this?’’?’ Yet much of this modern 
perplexity is our own fault. We have 
formulated theological theories about this 
great historical fact of salvation from sin 
by faith in Jesus Christ that no longer 
grip the mind and the heart of man. In 
honest bewilderment, many today are ask- 
ing, ‘‘Just what do you mean by conver- 
sion and salvation?’’ 

And this confusion contrasts strangely 
and strikingly with the clearness and sim- 
plicity of conversion as we find it pictured 
in the New Testament. There, certainly, 
we should find our models. And there we 
do not wonder blindly in a maze of ob- 
struse doctrines. There we do not lose our- 
selves in the meshes of man-made theories, 
We stand face to face with moral reality 
and spiritual certainty. We see before 
our eyes the great miracle of the trans- 
formation of sinful men into new creatures 
by some power not their own. And that 
power came into their stained and stunted 
lives through Christ—the living Christ 
who walked the dusty ways of Palestine; 
the Christ whose grace and truth were 
proclaimed in the lives and words of His 
followers. 

Take the ease of this Philippian jailer. 
How simple and sublime it is, Just a 
great question and a brief answer. ‘‘ What 
must I do to be saved? Believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ.’’ And back of it all, 
Christ filled men whose words and deeds 
prompted the question and suppled the 
answer. That, surely, is quite unlike the 
things we read in the treatises of men on 
salvation, Or consider the case of Zacheus, 
the corrupt politician, whom Jesus saved. 
It seems even more simple than the con- 
version of the jailer. You see a soiled man 
looking with a hungry heart upon Christ. 
You hear gracious words from His gentle 
lips. And you witness a genuine conver- 
sion, acclaimed by Christ Himself. ‘‘ Today 
is salvation come to this house’’ (Luke 19: 
10). 

What, then, do we mean by salvation 
through Jesus Christ? How did Jesus save 
people? What did Paul, the evangelist, do 
to save men from sin? 

I. The Saviour. ‘‘Thou shalt call His 
name Jesus; for it is He that shall save 
His people from their sins’’ (Matthew 1: 
21). That was the first name given to 
Christ, and the first and best description 
of His work. He was Jesus, the Saviour. 
Later, many other names were applied to 
Him, and some of them are difficult to un- 
derstand, The writer of the Fourth Gos- 
pel, for example, calls Jesus ‘‘the Word.’’ 
He uses a term that was coined by Greek 
philosophy. Its various meanings were 
well understood by educated men in the 
first century. But who among the many 
readers of John’s gospel knows what he 
meant when he. applied that great term to 
Jesus? So, in subsequent ages, men de- 
fined and described Jesus and His work in 
many ways. But in simplicity and deep 
significance, none excells that first defi- 
nition found in Matthew. It gives us the 
true and full name of Jesus, which is 
Saviour. 

And that name was not the result of 
men’s speculation about Him. It was the 
testimony of their experience. They called 
Him Saviour because He had saved them. 
That was the outstanding fact in their 
lives. Somehow Jesus had transformed 
them into men with new aims, new hopes, 
new strength. That great fact has been 
abundantly verified in all the subsequent 
ages of history. Whatever men may dispute 
about Jesus, no honest man can deny the 
historical fact that He has saved men from 
sin. Not all men, as yet; nor any one man 
wholly. But Jesus has transformed the 
life of mankind. Friend and foe alike are 
vastly indebted to Him for the marvelous 


changes He has wrought in the character 
and conduct of mankind. The miracle of 
Paul has been repeated times without num- 
ber. There has been a continuous Pente- 
cost, with power from on high, that has 
turned impotent men into conquerors of 
evil. Our faith in that great fact rests, 
not on hearsay evidence merely, recorded 
in |the Bible, but in daily observation and 
personal experience. 

And, after all, it is the fact that counts, 
and not our full understanding or explana- 
tion of it. Men have constructed many 
doctrines of salvation and many theories 
of atonement. Some of them are very poor, 
indeed. They wrong the love of God, and 
they do violence to the moral sense of man. 
And none of them is an adequate explana- 
tion of the fact of salvation. Even today 
men are by no means agreed on the theory 
or doctrine that will explain the fact. Not 
a little of our ecclesiastical strife is due 
to these doctrinal contentions. But a sick 
man cares little for a treatise on medicine 
or for a lecture on therapeutics. He wants 
a remedy, and not a philosophy of the 
remedy. Even so it is with this sinsick 
world. Men need Jesus the Saviour, and 
not theories about Him. 

Il. Salvation. How, then, may men find 
this salvation wrought by Jesus? How 
may we come to share it with the Philip- 
pian jailer and Zacheus and all the others 
whom Jesus saved? 

If, instead of consulting theologians, we 
look into the open pages of the book of 
life as it unfolds its panorama in the gos- 
pels, we shall find that three things enter 
into salvation which constitute its very 
essence. They are vision, aspiration, and 
help. 

First, vision. Sinful men must see Jesus. 
Not with the physical eye, but with the 
eye of the soul. And in Him they must 
behold God’s infinite love and man’s bitter 
need of His forgiveness. Theologians call 
that ‘‘conviction of sin,’’? and without it 
there can be no experience of salvation. 
That, surely, is the way Saul of Tarsus saw 
Jesus finally, after years of resistance and 
struggle. And so did Zacheus and the 
jailer. Their eyes were opened to the true 
meaning of life as it appeared incarnate in 
Jesus. And thus we must see Jesus, in 
gospel pictures and life portrayals, if we 
would taste His salvation. It is the first 
step of the sinful soul on the path that 
leads home to the Father. 

Next, aspiration. An appreciative vision 
of Jesus is not enough. It must result in 
earnest aspiration, in a mighty ambition to 
become Christlike. That is what men mean 
by repentance and santification. Shame at 
our mneanness when contrasted with the 
majesty of Jesus. Not sentimental sorrow 
and self-pity, but a sincere sense of sin 
and guilt when we realize how far short 
we have come of the will of God. That 
led Zacheus to give the half of his goods 
to the poor, and to restore fourfold what 
he had wrongfully exacted from any man. 
It led the jailer to ery out, ‘‘Sirs, what 
must I do to be saved?’’? Similarly, any 
man who has been truly gripped by a vis- 
ion of Jesus must be obedient to that 
heavenly vision. He must endeavor, earn- 
estly, to follow the Master in His way of 
truth and life. 

Finally, help. God’s help and man’s 
help. Here we enter the region where only 
the heart can speak. And the heart of men 
who are saved speaks unmistakably. It 
ascribes unto God the praise and glory for 
its salvation. That sin from which Jesus 
saves is not a cob-web that may be easily 
burst. It binds men with iron chains, It 
is the very self of man, with all its sinful 
and selfish desires and habits. To escape 
from that bondage, man needs more than 
new codes of conduct and good resolutions. 
He needs above all a mighty helper. And 
that helper is God. Christ leads us to our 
Father, Whose Spirit aids our infirmity. We 
need also the help of men who are the fol- 
lowers of Jesus, just as the jailer was 
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New Books 


Following the King 
By Albert D. Belden 


Original Bible story-talks by an expert 
story-teller, suitable for all kinds of ser- 
vices where children are gathered, or for 
parents’ use in the home. 

Well-known in America, particularly be- 
cause of his summer addresses at confer- 
ences and Chautauquas, as well as in Great 
Britain, Dr. Belden presents a series of 
children’s sermons in story form which are 
direct, comprehensive, and well illustrated 
from life. 188 pages, 


Price, $1.50 


Paul the Man 
His Life, Message and Ministry 
By Claranee E. Macartney, D. D. 


Dr. Macartney writes of St. Paul as only any 
earnest, sympathetic friend could picture him, 
He shows the Apostle as a man among mean, 
qarck to understand and deal with every situ- 
ation. 


Dr. Macartney has an intimate, convincing 
manner of presentation, which carries the 


reader along with him and makes even 
familiar facts take on new meaning. 
As one reviewer recently said, “His pen 


seems to be a pen running deep furrowe 
through the soil of Historic records; again itr 
is an instrument of illumination, lighting up» 
areas that haye before lain in the shadow.” 


Price, $2.00 


Bible Character Stories 


(Adam to. Moses) 
By William J. May L.H.D. 


These stories show the human side of the» 
leading Bible characters. From “The Begin- 
nings of Human Nature’ to the time when 
Moses, afront the Promised Land, faced the 
God from whom he never more was to part. 
Mr. May’s volume of Bible tales. consistently 
clarifies and illumines the human faults and 
fancies, ambitions and achieyements of Bible. 
men and women. Mr. May writes with rever- 
ent imagination, spiritual intution, fidelity to» 
the Scripture ,and rare ability to adapt his- 
stories to all ages. 192 pages. 


Price, $1.75 


D. L. Moody 


His Message for Today 
By C. R. Erdman, D.D., LL.D. 


A Book of reminiscences and impressions of’ 
a great life. A concise, up-to-date and appre- 
ciative biography, written by a distinguished 
theologian who is in sympathy with the great) 
evangelist’s work and beliefs and who was in- 
timately acquainted with him during the 
latter part of Mr. Moody’s lifetime. 


A Work which was requested of the author, 
on account of his personal knowledge of Mr. 
Moody’s work and of its continuing influence. 

Ministers and lay workers in Evangelism, ag 
well as all Christian readers, will greatly ap- 
preciate this interesting study of the great 
evangelist. 

Dr. Erdman’s deep evangelical convictions, 
and his twenty-five years of friendship with 
Mr. Moody have qualified him for this sympa- 
thetic review of the life of the famous evan- 
gelist—a message yitally needed today. 


Price, $1.50 


Reaping for Christ 


By John W. Ham 


These characteristic evangelistic sermong by 
the noted Southern Baptist Evangelist are 
rich in suggestion for the preachers. Full and 
clean-cut in outline, profuse in illustration, 
specific and clear in phraseology, the sermons, 
present the Gospel message forcefully and 
fruitfully and represent Dr. Ham at his best. 
The sermons are distinctly evangelical both in: 
content and in effect. 


Price, $1.50 
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EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 


This is the oldest of the educational institu- 


tions of the Reformed Church. It is conducted 
by the three (English) Bastern Synods. The 
Professors, members of the Board of Visitors 


and members of the Board of Trustees are 
elected by the Synods. It provides a course 
of three years. It has a faculty of eight 


Professors and Instructors. It also offers a 
post-graduate course of two years, leading to 
the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 
free. ‘ 

For catalogue or information address the 
President, 

REV. GEO. W. RICHARDS, D. D., LL. D., 

Lancaster. Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
College 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and 
Sciences 


Campus of fifty-four acres with seven- 
teen buildings, including thoroughly 
equipped Dormitories, Auditorium, Science 
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A college whose educational policy rests 
on a sound cultural basis and is developed 
in broad sympathy with the needs of the 
present day. 


For Catalogue address: 
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Ursinus College 
George L. Omwake, LL. D., President 


Candidates for matriculation in Sep- 
tember, 1928, should send Ten Dollars 
on account at once in order to secure 
places in the institution. Enrollment 
limited to 300 men and 200 women. 

For catalogue, application blank, and 
other information, address 


Franklin Irvin Sheeder, Jr., 
Assistant to the President 


Collegeville, Pennsylvania 


The Mercersburg 
Academy 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address 


WM. MANN IRVINE, PH.D., LL.D., 
President, Mercersburg, Pa. 


Hood College 
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FREDERICK, MARYLAND 

A fully accredited member of the 
American Association of University Wo- 
men. Standard courses: A.B., B.S. in 
Home Economics, and B.M. in Music. 
Practical courses in Education, English 
Speech and Art. Ten buildings fully 
equipped for thorough work and modern 
housing. Suburban site of 125 acres. Our 
own garden and dairy. For catalog and 
book of views, apply 
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JOSEPH H. APPLE, J.D, President 


helped by Paul and Silas. Here is one 
good reason, at least, for uniting with a 
Christian Chureh and for entering deeply 
into the fellowship of its love and labor. 

Christianity has not changed since Paul 
brought the gospel to Philippi. It re- 
mains the same today as then. We still 
proclaim Jesus as the Saviour of the world. 
Faith in Him is still the only remedy for 
the world’s greatest malady. And faith 
is a vision of Christ that leads men in 
humble penitence to ery unto God for help 
and strength against sin, for pardon and 
peace in life and in death. 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D. D. 


August 26th—What the World Owes to Re- 
ligious Leaders. II Cor. 12:1-12. 

The world can never discharge the debt 
which it owes to its religious leaders. 
These men are pioneers of thought and 
life, the springs of the world’s progress 
and worth. How ungrateful and un- 
thoughtful some folks are! They forget 
that the real makers of the world have 
been its religious leaders, These are the 
makers of the world’s civilization, the 
fathers and founders of its culture. They 
have given shape to government and have 
established institutions for the healing of 
the body, for the culture of the mind and 
for the saving of the soul. No other peo- 
ple of the world move in the same class. 
There are other benefactors of human so- 
ciety. There are poets and philosophers, 
attists, musicians and architects. There 
are politicians and financiers and captains 
of industry. There are great and good men 
in every walk of human life, but none of 
them nor all of them put together con- 
tribute so much to the welfare of human so- 
ciety as religious leaders do. Some of them 
are the founders of religion and the fosterers 
of great ideas and ideals. They set forces 
into motion which vibrate through time and 
eternity. They move in a realm of their 
own. They are the salt of the earth and 
the light of the world. Without them life 
would be insipid and the world would 
grope in darkness. Let us see what the 
world actually owes to these religious lead- 
ers. 

1. Vision. Religious leaders are men of 
vision, They see what the common crowd 
cannot see. Now, the man of vision and 
the visionary are not the same. The vis- 
ionary imagines that he sees, but in reality 
he does not. He sees only delusions. He 
is empty, a mere bubble that sooner or 
later bursts. But the man of vision sees 
afar off. He peers behind the veil. He 
perceives as well as sees. Now, ‘‘where 
there is no vision people perish.’’ If the 
world has no vision it has no purpose, no 
meaning. The real benefactors of the race 
are the men who have climbed the heights 
and who see the vision from afar. They 
are the inspirers of others. They uncover 
the secrets of the world and always beckon 
to better and brighter things. Religious 
leaders live not for their own day and gen- 
eration. They live in the future and carve 
out a path for generations yet unborn to 
walk in. This makes them so great, so 
wonderful, so indispensable, Any man 
who ean lift the curtain and look behind 
the visible and observe the forces which 
are there at work and see how these forces 
will gradually break loose in human so- 
ciety is one of the great benefactors of his 
race. Now, religious leaders do that. They 
see the problems of life in their true light 
and they shed meaning upon life without 
which we would all grope and stumble and 
fall. 

2. Voice. Religious leaders are the 
voiees of the world. They are the inter- 
preters of God to man, and of man to him- 
self and to his fellowmen. The greatest 
need of the world is to have a true con- 
ception of God, All other problems will be 
solved and all human relations will be 
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Catawba College 
Salisbury, N. C. 


Of forty colleges in North Carolina, 


Catawba’s physical equipment ranks 
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There are larger faculties, but none 
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Catawba’s staff of thirty. 

Catawba is no longer a “small” college, 
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properly adjusted when once men will have 
a proper conception of God, and order 
their lives accordingly. Now, a religious 
leader is the ambassador of God who is in 
the world to interpret God to His children. 
Whenever people go into the House of God 
they enter the house of an interpreter. But 
likewise a religious leader makes articu- 
late the longings, feelings and aspirations 
of the souls of others. What others but 
dimly feel and vaguely understand and 
faintly desire, religious leaders unfold and 
disclose and set free in the human soul. 
They utter what others cannot tell; conse- 
quently they are prophets of humanity, 
men who not only foretell, but who tell 
forth. How much light these religious 
leaders shed upon the problems of human 
life! Take the problem of sin, and suffer- 
ing and sorrow. What does the world 
know about it except what the religious 
leaders have spoken concerning it? Take 
the problem of the meaning of life, with 
all of its manifold experiences, its relation- 
ships! What does the world understand 
concerning all this save what religious 
leaders have told? Consequently they are 
voices which have never been silent and 
when they should refuse to speak the very 
stones would ery out against them. 

8. Valor. Religious leaders are men of 
valor. They have the courage of their con- 
victions and are not ashamed or afraid to 
stand alone. Often they are misunder- 
stood, frequently persecuted, sometimes 
nailed to a eross and shamefully put to 
death. But they never quail nor waver. 
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They go right ahead because they feel an 
inward urge which will not let them go. 
There are some things that are mightier 
than the might of men. Among them are 
the positive convictions of the soul. When 
men have convictions which have been 
forged in the fires of their personal experi- 
ence, they become leaders and adventurers 
in the world. They blaze new trails of 
thought and life. Sometimes they are re- 
garded as fanatics and hereties, but the 
fanatics and hereties of yesterday are 
usually far-famed heroes of today. 

4, Victory. Religious leaders eventu- 
ally come forth victoriously. 


*“They climbed the steep ascent .... 
Through peril, toil and pain.’’ 


They conquer though they die. Call the 
roll of the great and good and see if they 
have not been beaten and apparently de- 
feated, but always came forth gloriously. 
What does not the world owe Christ and 
Paul and Luther and Zwingli and Calvin 
and Wesley and Knox and others of whom 
the world was searcely worthy? Paul says 
““All are yours, whether Paul or Cephas or 
Apollos or Christ.’’ All preachers and 
teachers and leaders of religion belong to 
us all. We gather where they sowed. We 
reap where they labored and ours is surely 
a goodly heritage. Religious leaders have 
been the real saviors of society. By their 
influence and work nations have been 
saved, governments have been established, 
systems of thought have been formulated, 
ethical standards have been set up—the 
whole world is better than it would have 
been had there been no great religious 
leaders, 

The tendency today is to disregard the 
forces and influences and the personalities 
of the past. The world seems to care little 
who your ancestors were or what they con- 
tributed to the welfare of human life, It 
is, however, a great mistake to break 
altogether with the past and to disregard 
the debt we owe to those who have gone 
before us. Every new generation is carried 
in the arms of the one that precedes it and 
we should never forget the rock whence 
we are hewn or the pit from which we 
were digged. We still sing, ‘‘Faith of our 
fathers, living still,’’? but there are those 
who regard that faith very slenderly. Let 
us remind ourselves over and over again 
that most of the blessings which we today 
enjoy, whether they be temporal, physical, 
intellectual or spiritual, we owe to those 
great leaders who lived and loved and 
labored and laid down their lives for us 
and for all future generations. 


OBITUARY 


THE REV. RICHARD F. GASS 


The many friends of the Rev. Richard 
F. Gass were greatly shocked and grieved 
to learn of his tragic death on August 1, 
from injuries received in an automobile ac- 
cident. While driving his car on July 28, 
he lost control of the machine on the grade 
leading from his home to Cessna, Pa., and 
it side-swiped a telephone pole and was 
wrecked. He was taken to the Timmins 
Hospital and hope was held for his recov- 
ery until the following Tuesday, when it 
became evident that he had received seri- 
ous internal injuries. 

Rev. Mr. Gass was born Nov. 19, 1852. 
He was graduated from the Theological 
Seminary at Lancaster and was ordained 
and installed as pastor of the Red Bank 
Charge in Clarion County, where he re- 
mained 16 years. He served pastorates in 
Tannersville, Monroe County, for 5% 
years; the Augustaville Charge in North- 
umberland County for 7% years; Howard, 
Pa., for 9 years; and the Dunnings Creek 
Charge, to which he came in May, 1925. 

He was married to Miss Elizabeth Walt- 


REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER 


Publications of Interest 


LIVING PICTURES OF BIBLE STORIES 


Pastors are realizing the need of presenting their sermons in a visible man- 
ner. The idea presented here will give the young people an opportunity to help 
with a splendid Sunday evening Church service. The young people themselves 
enact the ‘‘pictures.’’ Careful selection has been made of the Scripture passages. 
Some are to be read preceding the ‘‘picture’’ and some while it is being shown. 
Changes may be made to suit the local Church. Appropriate musical selections 
may intersperse the ‘‘pictures’’ if desired, 


Contents 


A Woman Who Dared 
The Pharisee from Tarsus 
Women of the Bible 
The Parables of Jesus 
The Miracles of Jesus 
Picturized Proverbs 


Price, $1.00 


A Father of Nations 
Searching for a Wife 

An Interpreter of Dreams 
The Liberator 

The Shepherd King 
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PICTURES TELL THE STORY! 


New Biblical Pictures 
‘‘The Great Events and Characters of Bible Days’’ 


From Genesis to Revelation these splendid pictures, by the greatest painters 
of religious subjects, trace the great events of the Bible. Unusual treatment and 
groupings. Printed in three color process, in a size 7x9 inches, that makes them 
big enough for class use or framing. 

This collection will be a notable stimulus in interesting young people in the 
Bible. Subjects are treated in a simple natural way, details are large and distinct, 
scenery and dress strictly accurate—the pictures tell the story. 

14 pictures to each set. The following sets: 


Life of Paul. 

Life of Christ. Part 1. 
Life of Christ. Part 2. 
Life of Christ. Part 3. 
Bible Pictures, No. 1, 
Bible Pictures, No. 2. 
Price, 50c the set. 


“‘A CHILD’S PRAYER’”’ 


Words and Music by Cora Cassard Toogood 
Illustrated by Jessie Willcox Smith 


Little songs for the child to learn: ‘‘A Child’s Prayer,’’ ‘‘ Morning Prayer,’’ 
‘CA Boy’s Measure,’’? ‘‘God’s Love,’’ ‘‘Five O’Clock Grace,’’ ‘‘Seven O’Clock 
Grace,’’ ‘‘Father,’’ ‘*Mother.’’ 

Illustrated throughout by the famous artist, Jessie Willeox Smith, with an 
exquisite and large frontispiece in color by this same artist so universally known 
for her marvelously realistic juvenile drawings. 

Quaint, blue cardboard covers. Size 74%4x9% inches. Heavy white 
leaves, illustrations in blue, 
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In blue moire cloth binding, gilt titles, colored jacket, $1.75. 
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BRIGHT TALKS ON FAVORITE HYMNS 


This new book is all that its title implies. 
so that juniors, young people, grown-ups—all can understand. 
very convincing. 

Will be welcomed by pastors, teachers, leaders, parents! 


Price, 75c 


Written in conversational style, 
Very reverent— 
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N the designing and 

execution of church 
seating, DeLong care- 
fully considers the com- 
fort of the congrega- 
tion; a reason, in addi- 
tion to its lasting beauty, 
why furniture by De- 
Long is installed in so 
meny notable churches. 
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ers on April 5, 1877, who survives him, 
Many remember the very beautiful golden 
wedding anniversary celebration held in 
St. Paul’s Church on April 5, 1927. To 
Rev. and Mrs. Gass was born one daughter, 
who died in infancy. An adopted daughter 
also followed their own beloved in death. 
Then two other girls were taken into the 
home and reared by them, one of whom is 
married and lives in Shamokin, Pa., the 
other living in the parsonage home at 
Cessna. His was a self-sacrificing and de- 
voted life, replete with kindness and good 
deeds. 


The funeral was held from St. Paul’s 
Chureh on Aug. 4, and was in charge of 
the Rey. J. Allbert Eyler, of whom Rev. 
Mr. Gass made this request when it be- 
came evident that he could not live. Rey. 
Mr. Eyler was assisted by Revs. R. R. 
Jones and Oliver H. Sensenig. Interment 
was made in St. Luke’s Cemetery at Fish- 
ertown. 


MRS, SUSANNA M. COVER 


Mrs. Susanna M. Cover, after an illness 
of several months, peacefully passed away 
at her home in Westminster, Md., June 13, 
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Church Equipment Service 


Ventilation 


Ba crepes the best time to consider 
ventilation for Chureh or Sunday 
School is when it is least needed. During 


the warm months nature takes care of the 
problem. Doors and windows are left 
open, and even gentle breezes change the 
air in a large gathering so rapidly as to 
keep everyone’s lungs filled with fresh air. 
When ‘‘Jack Frost’’ arrives, the problem 
of ventilation becomes important and then 
often it is too late to do anything about 
it. Then is a poor time to endeavor to 
change the heating system or alter the 
windows. Now it can be done without 
diseomfort to anyone. 


There have been many good pastors that 
looked down from their pulpits to see an 
inattentive congregation, with some even 
dozing, and thought that their efforts 
were unappreciated. In most cases it is 
due to lack of fresh air. Active Christian 
workers, who are vigilantly fighting 
against liquor, tobacco, and other poisons, 


subject in their Sunday Schools large 
groups of children to the poison of air 
that has been breathed many times. It 
has been argued that an hour or two in 
a poorly ventilated room can do no harm, 
and apparently that is so. But colds and 
other diseases spread more easily, and 
what is of real importance, people cannot 
give the same degree of attention or wor- 
ship when their minds are dulled by bad 
air. 


Church Equipment Service is designed 
to help the readers of this publication. 
This is a case where little help can be 
given except by some one in your Church 
who will study conditions. In every com- 
munity there is some one who under- 
stands proper ventilation. All questions. 
as to Church Equipment will be gladly 
answered by this department. Write to 
Church Equipment Service, Reformed 
Church Messenger, 15th and Race Sts., 
Phila., Pa. 


1928. She was born in Baltimore, June 
28, 1846. After the death of her husband, 
Mr. William M. Cover, in 1903, she re- 
moved to Linwood, Md., where she made 
her home with 2 sisters until 10 years ago 
when she came to Westminster to reside. 

While living in Baltimore, Mrs. Cover 
was a faithful and devoted member of the 
Third Church. For many years she was 
an efficient teacher in the Sunday School. 
After coming to Westminster she united 
with St. Paul’s Church, Immediately she 
manifested a marked interest in the life 
and work of the congregation, and soon 
she became one of the most highly es- 
teemed members of the Church. She liber- 
ally supported the Church in all its inter- 
ests. Her friends were deeply impressed 
by the richness of her Christian experi- 
ence, 

The funeral service was held in her late 
home, June 16, and was conducted by her 
pastor, Rev. John N. Garner. Interment 
was made in the Louden Park Cemetery, 
Baltimore. 


DORA M. GLASS 


Rey. D. G. Glass, the much beloved pas- 
tor of Faith Church, Lancaster, and his 
family mourn the death of his wife. Dora 
M. Glass, who passed out of a suffering 
body on June 28, at the age of fifty-nine 
years. Mrs. Glass was Dora M. Landis, 
daughter of B. F. and Susan Landis, of 
Lancaster, Pa., before marriage. She be- 
came the bride of Rev. Mr. Glass Feb. 21, 
1900. She is survived by her husband, 
Rey. D. G. Glass, Lancaster, Pa., and three 
children—Dorothy, who is Mrs. Burnet, of 
Chicago; Ruth, Mrs. Perish, of Allentown, 
and Theodore L. Glass, of Lewistown, Pa. 
The funeral service was held in the par- 
sonage of Faith Church on Monday, July 
lst, and in charge of Rev. W. Stuart Cra- 
mer, D. D., pastor of the First Church, Lan- 
caster, assisted by Rev. J. H. Pannebecker, 
D. D., pastor of Trinity Church, Columbia, 
Pa. Interment was made in Riverview 
Cemetery. 

In the death of Mrs. Glass, Rev. Mr. 
Glass has lost a helpmeet of unexcelled 
qualities of personality, who was not only 
a devoted wife and mother, but highly re- 
spected and deeply beloved by the congre- 
gation of Faith parish. She possessed the 
rare qualities or natural sweetness of dis- 
position and simple love for everybody, 
so that she was known and respected by 
the entire community in which she lived. 
Her personality won her a place in every 
heart where she was known. 

Her illness was of long duration, growing 
ia its complications month by month, until 
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In more than three thousand Churches. 
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her weary body was laid to rest by the 
kind hand of death. During all her suffer- 
ing she manifested heroic patience and an 
active interest in all her associations at 
home and in the parish of her husband. 
Her spirit had won the victory over a 
weakening body before the end came and 
goes on into the spiritual world of the un- 
seen with the victory of a faith that was 
the source of her beautiful life. 


—wW. 8. C. 
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